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A message from 

President Ricardo R. Fernández

As the leaves turn, the air crisps, and the holidays approach, we are preparing this autumn 
to wrap up a successful fall semester.

But we also look ahead to the future of higher education—from issues of college debt to 
the impact of technology to international education—and how Lehman College is working 
to redefine what a college education means.

Lehman College welcomed nearly 3,000 new students for fall 2013, one of the College’s 
strongest incoming classes in two decades. About 600 students were first-time freshmen, 
about 1,700 transfer students from community colleges and other senior colleges, and 
about 600 new graduate students. We also warmly welcomed one of our largest groups  
of international students, from Brazil, Singapore, South Korea, and other nations.

Two of our most popular majors continue to be nursing and social work. Our work in  
advancing the study of health and human services is the focus of this issue of Lehman  
Today. Beginning in the fall of 2014, Lehman will launch the School of Health Sciences,  
Human Services, and Nursing, comprising the Departments of Health Sciences, Nursing,  
Social Work, and Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences.  This new School grew out of  
Lehman’s focus on education, excellent programs in health sciences, and a commitment to 
improving the health and well-being of the Bronx communities that we serve and beyond.

This fall, we welcomed alumnus Ira Cohen ’73 back to campus for the first time since his 
graduation. Mr. Cohen, who majored in accounting, is Managing Director of Signal Hill 
Capital. The Lehman College Foundation recognized Mr. Cohen with its 2013 Alumni 
Achievement Award. The Foundation also presented Community Leadership Awards to  
Mr. Vincent HoSang, CEO and President of Caribbean Food Delights, and Mr. Dan Kane Jr., 
President of the United Brotherhood of Teamsters, Local 202. We are grateful to all of the 
honorees for their service to their community and for their support of student scholarship.

We also pay tribute to our namesake, Herbert H. Lehman, 50 years after his death on  
December 5, 1963, with a story by Professor Duane Tananbaum, whose forthcoming  
biography on Mr. Lehman will be a definitive account of his life and legacy when it is  
published in 2014.

For the fourth year in a row, U.S. News and World Report named Lehman College a Tier 1 
University. Among northern region institutions, Lehman ranked the No. 40 public college 
and No. 5 for students who graduate with the least debt.

It is an exciting time at Lehman College as we witness the revolution in how students learn. 
We are well positioned to confront those challenges and evolve to meet the needs of  
future generations.



2    Lehman  To day/Fa l l  2013  –  Win t e r  2014  

campus walk

  President Fernández Wins NY 
Immigration Coalition Award
The New York Immigration Coalition has rec-
ognized President Ricardo R. Fernández for 
his work—and the ongoing work of Lehman 
College—in promoting the American Dream. 
With more than 200 member organizations, 
the New York Immigration Coalition (NYIC) 
fosters immigrant community leadership and 
civic engagement, advocates for better laws 
and policies at the local, state, and national 
levels, and seeks to include immigrants in 
the major debates. President Fernández was 
presented with the 2013 “Builder of the New 
New York Award” at the NYIC’s annual gala on June 27. The award 
is granted to individuals and organizations that share the NYIC’s 
vision for justice, fairness, and inclusiveness.

  Ph.D. Student Receives Prestigious  
Botanical Award
Ricardo Kriebel, who is pursuing a Ph.D. in Plant Sciences at 
Lehman College, won the George R. Cooley Award for Best  
Contributed Paper in Plant Systematics at the American Society  
of Plant Taxonomists’ annual meeting in July. His talk—titled  
“Syndromes within syndromes: floral diversification in buzz pollinated  
Conostegia (Melastomataceae, Miconieae)”—described his  
research on the tropical princess flower family. Lehman’s Ph.D.  
program is jointly administered with the New York Botanical Garden.

During his talk, Kriebel described how he used extensive DNA data 
sets to reconstruct the evolutionary history of a closely related 
group of about 70 species of princess flowers in the genus 
Conostegia. Kriebel discovered that different groups of these 
flowers have unexpectedly lost the ability to physically sepa-
rate during their evolutionary history. But somewhere along the 
line, regained it, thus revealing an unusually complex pattern of 
anatomical evolution.

  New Child Care Center Opens
To give more students the opportunity to attend college— 
by providing convenient child care facilities—dignitaries  
from across the city and state of New York cut the ribbon on  
Lehman College’s new Child Care Center. The new building 
accommodates 120 children of Lehman College students, twice 
the capacity of the previous center. “This building is much more 
than a classroom,” said President Fernández. “These children 
have the unique opportunity to benefit from the physical beauty 
of the Lehman campus while receiving outstanding educational 
enrichment. Similarly, their parents have the chance to explore 
all that Lehman College has to offer academically, socially,  
and culturally.”

(1) President Fernández received a 2013  
Builder of the New New York Award. (2) Award-winning  
Ph.D. student Ricardo Kriebel.(3) The grand opening of the  
Lehman College Child Care Center.
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  The Lincoln Center Institute Collection at 
Lehman Library 
Lincoln Center Education has donated a trove of educational materi-
als, many of them revolving around the arts, to the Leonard Lief 
Library—8,000 items ranging from books, CDs, DVDs, and more. 
Lincoln Center Education (LCE) fosters an innovative approach 
to educating children known as aesthetic education that engages 
students in learning about works of art through hands-on inquiry, 
questioning, writing and art making; in short, creative thinking.

There is a longstanding relationship between Lehman and the 
Lincoln Center Education. As part of their training, Lehman students 
frequently participate in hands-on workshops with artists at Lincoln 
Center for the Performing Arts while faculty have taken professional 
development courses in aesthetic education pedagogy. “We are 
proud of the strong relationship that exists between Lehman  
College and Lincoln Center Education,” said Dr. Harriet R. Fayne, 
Dean of the College’s School of Education. “Having the Lincoln 
Center Institute Collection on our campus will benefit both current 
and future teachers in the New York City metropolitan area.”

   Lehman College No. 3 According to  
President Obama’s New Rating Proposal
Lehman College has received leading marks from two national 
publications for the College’s affordability, accessibility,  
research, among other categories. Business Insider ranked  
Lehman College No. 3 in the nation when scored according to  
President Barack Obama’s new plan to help students pay for  
college. The Obama administration proposes a rating system  
that would help determine which students receive additional  
financial aid. Students at higher-ranked schools would be eligible 
for more help.

That rating system comprises three elements: accessibility, afford-
ability, and outcomes. Business Insider calculated its top colleges 
using data from the U.S. Department of Education and 2011 
statistics from colleges.

Lehman College also received high marks from Washington 
Monthly for its graduate programs. The publication, a non-profit 
magazine focusing on U.S. politics and government, named 
Lehman to its list of top 100 master’s universities. Washington 
Monthly ranked Lehman #56, based on criteria such as social 
mobility (recruiting and graduating low-income students), research 
(scholarship and PhDs), and service (encouraging students to give 
back to their nation.)

   Science Hall: CUNY’s Greenest Building
Lehman College Science Hall is as green as it gets. The new  
facility earned a LEED Platinum certification from the U.S. Green 
Building Council, the first City University of New York building to  
be awarded the highest green building ranking. More than 18,000 

(4) A selection of children’s books from the Lincoln Center 
Institute Collection, now residing at the Lehman Library.
(5) Lehman’s Science Hall. (6) The solar panels atop of  
Science Hall, part of the reason why the building is the  
greenest in all of CUNY.
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College is working to ensure that an education is more versatile 
than ever, the classes are more innovative, and our outlook on the 
world more global than ever before,” he said. Today’s college gradu-
ates can expect to have as many as a dozen jobs in their careers. 
“That is why we must prepare students, not just for their first job—
but also for their fifth, or their tenth job,” said President Fernández, 
who is in his 24th year as President.

The President likened the changes to higher education to a revolu-
tion that Lehman College must prepare for if it is to thrive in the 
21st century. The College, he noted, is off to a good start: while 
admissions are down on many campuses, Lehman has its stron-
gest freshman class this fall. The College also remains ranked as 
a Tier 1 institution among regional universities in the northeast for 
the fourth year in a row according to U.S. News and World Report 
as well as being classified as one of the northeast’s Top 40 public 
colleges. President Fernández also noted that the same magazine 
once again ranked Lehman College No. 5 of all northern 
 regional colleges—public or private—for students graduating 
with the least amount of debt.

projects have achieved LEED certification worldwide, yet fewer 
than 1,200 have achieved the highest designation of Platinum. 
Sixty-seven of those are in New York State, including the Fifth  
Avenue headquarters of Tiffany and Company, and One Bryant 
Park, the New York headquarters of Bank of America and the  
third tallest skyscraper in the city.

  Lehman Goes International 
This fall, Lehman welcomed its largest group  
of international students. During a special break-
fast for the group (right), students made new 
connections and heard from President Fernández, 
Provost Anny Morrobel-Sosa, and Vice President 
for Student Affairs José Magdaleno. 

Students originate from China, Saudia Arabia, 
Brazil, Yemen, and Korea. Many engaged in  
intense ESL classes during the fall semester  
before moving onto their major field of study. 
Popular majors among the group are nursing  
and business administration. 

Among the students are six undergraduates from Brazil’s Scientific 
Mobility Program, an ambitious project by the Brazilian government 
to identify and sponsor individuals for STEM study opportunities 
abroad. In the Lehman cohort, one student is concentrating in  
geology, another is specializing in computer science, and four  
are focusing on nursing. There is also another large group of 
students from China, three of whom are from Singapore’s Nanyang 
Polytechnic’s School of Business Management. These students are 
enrolled in an exchange program between Lehman and Nanyang 
Polytechnic. The students have signed up for 15 credits in the 
Department of Economics and Business in both general business 
courses and in courses specific to their areas of concentration at 
their home school. 

  President Fernández Charts a Course for 
Lehman’s Future Success

President Fernández outlined a bold vision for the future of 
higher education and the future of Lehman College during his 
keynote address at the annual Convocation on September 18. 

“The challenges to higher learning have never been greater than 
they are right now in the 21st century,” he told the audience of 
faculty, staff, and students. “A college education has never been 
more important, and that is why we need to discuss the value  
of an education—and, to be perfectly frank, to redefine what a 
college education means.”

Diving into the national debate on the meaning and value of a 
college education, President Fernández said that there are three 
areas that the College must focus on in the future. “Lehman  

campus walk

2

1



Lehman  To day/Fa l l  2013  –  Win t e r  2014     5

  Chazz Palminteri Brings A Bronx Tale  
To Lehman
Actor Chazz Palminteri returned to his home borough for a  
one-night only performance of his autobiographical one-man  
show, A Bronx Tale, on October 17 in the Lovinger Theatre— 
the first and only time he has performed the piece in the  
Bronx. Proceeds from the show will benefit his charity, the  
Child Reach Foundation.

A month before his 
performance, Palminteri 
stopped by the Lehman 
campus to talk about 
show business with 
students in Lehman’s 
Theatre program. The 
Bronx native had words 
of encouragement and 
some common sense 
advise for his audience, 
made up of mostly aspir-
ing theatre professionals. 
He told them what his 
own father told him, “The 
saddest thing in life is 
wasted talent.”

He said the key to getting 
your foot in the door is 
to always be prepared. 

If you’re an actor, then memorize a monologue or two. If you’re a 
writer, then write. If no one wants to produce your show, then do it 
yourself. Just as importantly, he said, is to be nice and be well liked.

Palminteri kept things light, taking questions and even inviting  
two audience members to come forward and perform their  
monologues. He praised their preparedness and encouraged  
them to stay in touch. Afterward, he posed for pictures with  
attendees and signed autographs.

  CUNY Service Corps: Lehman Students Seek 
an “A” for Service
Nearly 100 Lehman College students are fanning out across  
New York City this year to lend a helping hand. They are part of the 
new CUNY Service Corps, a new initiative by seven City University 
of New York colleges that mobilizes students, faculty, and staff to 
work on projects that improve the civic, economic, and environmen-
tal sustainability of New York City.

Freshman Elizabeth Walsh is working with LIFT New York, a  
non-profit dedicated to lifting people out of poverty and helping 
them achieve economic stability. It is a perfect fit for Elizabeth, who 
spent a decade in banking before returning to Lehman College to 
study history and high school education. “The best part of my job 
at the bank were the corporate initiatives in the community,” said 
Walsh. “I’ve always liked to help people, so I would get involved in 
organizing fundraisers at churches or schools, and other  
community engagement efforts.”

In addition to a full course load, Walsh works two days a week at 
LIFT. She sees several clients a day, where she helps 
them with issues such as job placement and rèsumè 
writing to housing and benefit applications.

The goals of the CUNY Service Corps are three-fold: 
for students to make a meaningful difference through 
service while gaining valuable real-world work experi-
ence; for faculty and staff to apply their expertise 
in addressing the city’s biggest challenges; and for 
residents, communities, and sponsors to benefit from 
the CUNY Service Corps projects. Corps members are 
paid and may earn college credit.    

(1) President Fernández (center) welcomes Lehman’s largest 
group of international students, along with senior adminis-
trators. (2) The President delivers the keynote address at the 
2013 convocation. (3) Actor Chazz Palminteri poses with a 
Lehman student. (4) Students at Lehman College are  
dedicated to CUNY Service Corps.
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Desegregating Desire: Race and Sexuality in  
Cold War American Literature
(University Press of Mississippi) Tyler T. Schmidt; $49.50

Tyler T. Schmidt, an assistant professor of English, produced this 
study of race and sexuality and the way the two intermingle in 
American literature from 1945 to 1955—the very first decade after 
the World War II. Just as America was settling into the Cold War,  
he argues a number of writers had to use a variety of strategies  
to integrate sexuality into their work. He focuses on eight  
American writers—both poets and novelists—whose work  
desegregated places and helped create emergent identities  
in the aftermath of WWII. 

The book is organized around four pairs: the southern writing 
of Elizabeth Bishop and Zora Neale Hurston; poets Gwendolyn 
Brooks and Edwin Denby; the novels of Ann Petry and William 
Demby; while the final chapter considers the novels of Jo Sinclair 
and Carl Offord, exploring how both writers examine how the  
public traumas of desegregation intersect with the private lives—
and psyches—of those living during those turbulent years in 
American history.   

Introduction to Language Development 
(Plural Publishing) Sandra Levey; $99.95

In her new book, Professor Sandra Levey (Speech-Language-
Hearing Sciences) explores the complexity of speech and  
language development in young children. The book is designed  
to help undergraduate and graduate students better understand 
the process of language acquisition.

“Many of the students who study language tend to become  
speech language pathologists,” explains Prof. Levey.  
“Students take these separate classes in understanding how  
hearing plays a role in learning language, in language acquisition, 
and in bilingualism. Language develops because of all of these  
factors. This book integrates all of the classes students may take 
into one book so that they are introduced to a cohesive view of 
how language develops.”

Prof. Levey incorporated aspects of her research on  
bilingualism and multicultural studies in her textbook, introducing 
the important role that anatomy, articulation, hearing, and literacy 
development play in children’s acquisition of language.

A graduate of Stanford University, Prof. Levey earned her Ph.D. in 
Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences at the CUNY Graduate  
Center. As a trained linguist, she received research grants to study 
at Bayero University in Kano, Nigeria. On another research grant, 
she served as a consultant in Bratislava, Slovakia.

Sex and International Tribunals: The Erasure of 
Gender from the War Narrative
(University of Pennsylvania Press) Chiseche Salome Mibenge; $55

Professor Chiseche Salome Mibenge documents an undeniable 
fact: sex is a weapon of war and a weapon that is used frequently 
against both women and men.

“Sexual violence is a strategy of war,” says Prof. Mibenge, who is a 
member of Lehman College’s Political Science Department.  
“The idea of making sex a war crime under international law,  
however, is a new idea.”

A very new idea, indeed. It was only after the atrocities of two  
separate conflicts during the 1990s in Eastern Europe, where  
the former Republic of Yugoslavia was torn apart by religious and 
ethnic violence, and in the African nation of Rwanda, that things 
began to change. In each case, rape and sexual crimes were  
committed on such a mass scale that the international  
community took notice and acted.

“Sex is used as a way of degrading women,” she says. “It’s a  
form of physical and psychological torture.” During the Rwanda 
Genocide in the 1990s, male soldiers would tell their rape victims 
that they would die of sadness. “They would tell the women ‘I don’t 
have to waste a bullet on you,’” she says. “But men are not spared.”

As Prof. Mibenge notes in Sex and International Tribunals, sex is 
also used as a weapon against men in different ways. During the 
Eastern European wars of the 1990s, Serbian soldiers forced 
Muslim men to perform sexual acts on male members of their own 
families. “It’s a form of torture,” she says, “and breaking cultural 
taboos.” Often African husbands were forced to watch their  
wives be raped.

But thanks to the work of the various international war tribunals 
who have been prosecuting the crimes committed in these con-
flicts, as well as others, the voices of the victimized are being heard. 
“People have a great respect for law,” she says. “Once something is 
categorized as being illegal it can have a surprising impact.”

bookshelf
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Prof. Mibenge, a native of Zambia, is also an activist who has 
worked with international crime tribunals in Rwanda and the former  
Yugoslavia. After receiving her law degree in Zambia, she earned 
her Ph.D. in international human rights law at Utrecht University in 
the Netherlands.

101 Solutions for School Counselors and Leaders 
in Challenging Times
(Corwin Press) Stuart Chen-Hayes; $30

As principals, teachers, and parents in schools across the country 
debate how to effectively close achievement gaps and raise  
standards, one group is often left out of the dialogue: school  
counselors. Professor Stuart Chen-Hayes and his colleagues  
are seeking to change that in a big way. 

Their new book uses a Q&A approach to cover topics ranging from 
data-driven counseling to bullying, collaboration, and equity. Readers  
will also find a generous list of print and digital resources. 

In writing the book, Prof. Chen-Hayes and his co-authors, Prof. 
Melissa Ockerman and Prof. Erin Mason of DePaul University in 
Chicago, wanted to share their combined 57 years of experience 
as school and college counselors and counselor educators. 

“We see school counselors and leaders as change agents for  
equity and wanted a book that reflects that skill set,” explains  
Prof. Chen-Hayes. The book outlines how practicing school coun-
selors and other leaders can use state-of-the-art, evidence-based 
solutions for a variety of academic, career, college access, and 
personal/social issues facing K-12 schools. It includes anecdotes 
from more than 50 K-12 school counselors and other leaders who 
have successfully implemented evidence-based work in schools. 

In addition, the book contains an update to Prof. Chen-Hayes’  
ACCESS Questionnaire, which he created in 2007 to assist  
school counselors and leaders assess their school counseling 
programs. Another feature, ACCESS/Accomplishments Plans, can 
be used with K-12 students as an annual planning tool to ensure 
academic, career, college access, and personal and social planning. 

"As we worked on this project, we realized 
that in all regions of the United States 
that school counselors and other leaders 
K-12 are doing outstanding work that 
needs to be publicized widely in terms of 
how our profession is daily working for 
equity and closing gaps in many schools,” 
he said. 

Prof. Chen-Hayes is program coordinator and associate professor 
of counselor education and school counseling in the Counseling, 
Leadership, Literacy, and Special Education Department. He is the 
author—or co-author—of 50 refereed research publications in 12 
journals. He writes about school counseling and school leadership 
and issues affecting the LGBT community in education.

Aimless Love: New and Selected Poems
(Random House) Billy Collins; $26

In his latest collection of poetry, Billy Collins, a Distinguished  
Professor of English at Lehman College and a two-time Poet  
Laureate of the United States, combines fifty new poems with  
a generous selection from his past books all the way back to 
2002’s Nine Horses. In that regard, some might consider Collins’ 
latest, Aimless Love, as a ‘greatest hits’ of sorts, however it is much 
more than that: it is a distillation of a master poet at the height of 
his powers.

Prof. Collins, who was dubbed “America’s favorite poet” by The 
Wall Street Journal, is the poet of the common man; the chronicler 
of the everyday stuff that makes up a life. He finds the poetry in 
the ordinary moments that millions of other human beings—and a 
considerable amount of poets—overlook. He is so adept at seeing 
meaning—and humor—in the quietest of places he even constructs 
a poem to kick start the collection simply titled “Reader” in which 
he imagines the readers paging through his book, “getting your 
print-fix for the day," or if they are a “browser, speedster, English 
Major”? He imagines himself:

  standing by a map of the world 
wondering where you are— 
alone on a bench in a train station 
or falling asleep, the book sliding to the floor?

Aimless Love is exactly the kind of poetry book that you could  
enjoy anywhere in the world, whether on a bench or in a train  
station, and lose yourself in rapturous reading as you peruse old  
favorites from Prof. Collins' previous collections. Prof. Collins 
remains a national treasure; someone who will make you stop and 
see the poetry all around you as you go about your busy day, and 

provide a salve for the calamity that is modern life.    
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Women’s Outdoor Track and Field  
Dominates CUNYAC, Produces Two  
All-Americans

It has been quite a year for Lehman student-athletes 
Tobi Alli and Jasmine Springer. Last May the duo led 
the Women’s Outdoor Track and Field team to an 
impressive victory at the CUNY Athletic Conference 
Championship—their second title in as many years. 
The pair of All-Americans earned invitations to the 
prestigious ECAC Championships, which were held at Springfield 
College in May. Alli, who earned CUNYAC Performer of the Year 
and Most Valuable Performer of the Championships last season, 
won the 100-meter dash in 11.92 seconds. Her next competition 
was the NCAA National Meet later in May, where the California  
native placed second in the entire country in the 100-meters, 
getting edged at the tape, with a time of 12.01 seconds. Springer, 
meanwhile, reaffirmed her All-American status by taking home 
seventh place in the triple jump at the NCAAs, with a distance of 
11.98 meters. The Bronx native placed fifth in the triple jump at  
the ECACs.

Baseball Champions

Under the direction of Head Coach Chris Viggiano ('96), the 
baseball team had a magical post-season during the 2013 CUNY 
Athletic Conference/Municipal Credit Union Park Championships 
in the spring. The team posted 16 wins, the most since the 2008 
season, and placed third in the CUNYAC regular season. The blue 
and gold advanced to conference championships, held at MCU 
Park in Coney Island, where Lehman eliminated John Jay College 
before bowing out to second seeded Baruch College in Game Five 
of the double elimination tournament. Six student-athletes were 
named CUNYAC All-Stars, including centerfielder Michael Liang 
and starting pitcher Wilfredo Gonzalez, both of whom made the 
First Team.

Marrero Speaks to Over 1,000 
High Schoolers at CitiField Prior 
to Mets Game

Edwin Marrero, an everyday player on the Lehman 
College baseball team, had a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. As part of a CUNY-wide initiative, 
he was invited to step onto the green grass at 
CitiField, home of the New York Mets. He was 
not there to take batting practice or to play a 
game. The Mets hosted a college fair prior to 
the game, and Marrero was invited to speak to a 
group of more than 1,000 high school students 
from across New York City about the benefits of 
attending college.

Highlights of the 2012-2013 Lehman Athletic Season

sports

1
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This announcement follows a magical year for Lehman’s swimming 
teams. Last year, the  men’s team captured the fifth champion-
ship title in school history—the most of any CUNYAC member 
institution. Meanwhile, the Lightning men’s swimming and diving 
team finished the ECAC Preseason Championships with 303 total 
points, good enough for tenth place, including a sixth place finish 
among Division III schools. 

Lehman Athletics Social Media

The event occurred prior to 
the day's afternoon first pitch 
between the Mets and rival Los 
Angeles Dodgers. For Marrero, 
though, the day was about more 
than stepping onto a profes-
sional baseball field. “When I 
came out of high school, I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do,” 
Marrero said to the assembled 
group. “I went into the military 
for five years, then knew I 
wanted something else. So I 
went to Borough of Manhattan 
Community College first, and 
then Lehman College, which is 
where I belonged.”

Originally from Brooklyn, 
Marrero graduated this past spring from Lehman with a B.S. in 
exercise science. He plans to pursue a career in personal training 
or strength training. He hopes to be able to work in baseball, the 
sport he loves.

Hosting ECAC Swimming and Diving  
Championships

Lehman College will host the 2013 Eastern College 
Athletic Conference (ECAC) Preseason Men’s 
and Women’s Swimming and Diving 
Championships, December 6-8 in the 
APEX Aquatics Center.

The ECAC, now in its 75th 
year as a collegiate athletics 
conference, boasts more than 
300 member schools in Divi-
sions I, II and III from Maine 
to North Carolina. In the 
2013-14 academic year, the 
ECAC will host more than 100 
championships in thirty-seven 
men’s and women’s sports. “This is a 
great opportunity for Lehman College to 
step onto the national stage,” says Dr. Martin 
L. Zwiren, director of athletics at Lehman College. “We 
have a world-class facility, one that we are very proud of.”

Although this will be the first time that Lehman College has hosted 
the prestigious three-day event, it is not the first collegiate cham-
pionship event held on campus. Each year, the Division III CUNY 
Athletic Conference hosts its championship at the APEX. 

(1) Tobi Alli in the lead; (2) Alli being interviewed 
after her win; (3) Jasmine Springer gets airborne at 

the MCAAs; (4) Springer discusses her performance;  
(5) Lehman’s 2013 baseball team; (6) Lehman baseball player 
Edwin Marrero speaks to high schoolers at CitiField; (7) Chris 
Mammano of Lehman’s Swimming and Diving team in action.

Photos by Tony Correa

The Lehman College Athletics website at www.lehmanathletics.com 
has everything you need to follow the Lightning, including rosters, 
schedules, results, photos, and more. The site can easily be viewed 

on any computer, including iPads. If you prefer to use your  
mobile phone, you can download our free app from  

the Apple iStore or Google Play. Search for 
Lehman Athletics and take us with you on the 

road. For a more interactive experience, 
follow us on Facebook. Search Lehman 

Athletics and Like us. Or follow us on 
Twitter @LehmanSports.    

6
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Dinner with the Stars

Lehman College Awards Alumni and 
Community Leaders While Raising  
Support for Student Scholarships 

The Lehman College Foundation recognized three individuals 
for their accomplishments in their fields, support of Lehman 
students, and extraordinary contributions to the Bronx, New 
York City, and international communities.

The 2013 awards ceremony—Dinner with the Stars—took 
place October 24 at the New York Botanical Garden. The 
annual event honors the hard work undertaken by Lehman 
students every day and the support of the 2013 honorees,  
each of whom embodies the values and qualities that Lehman 
College strives to instill in its students.

Ira D. Cohen, who earned a degree in accounting in 1973, 
received the Alumni Achievement Award. Cohen, who serves 
as managing director of Signal Hill Partners, has more than 
thirty years of experience in the technology industry as an 
investment banker, private equity investor, and chief financial 
officer. He has advised on more than 200 transactions in the 
IT services, software, and Internet sectors.

“My parents are part of what has become known as ‘the 
greatest generation,’” said Cohen upon accepting the award.  
“The greatest generation set high standards for us, and in 
my case, my parents pushed my brother and me really hard. 
They stressed reading, writing, and arithmetic. This award is a 
testament to them.”

Vincent HoSang, CEO/President of Royal Caribbean Bakery/
Caribbean Food Delights, was awarded the Community 
Leadership Award. HoSang was born in Jamaica, West Indies, 
and immigrated to the Bronx in 1968. From a single fast food 
restaurant, he and his wife built a multi-million dollar business  
and the largest Jamaican frozen food plant in the United 
States. His company’s success has enabled him to support higher 
education and public health initiatives in Jamaica and the U.S.

“I’m pleased and delighted that Lehman College over the years has 
provided quality education at affordable prices,” said HoSang. “So 
it’s very important to give back.  Education is very important –  
if you’re not educated, you can’t get a job.”

Dan Kane Jr., President of the International Brotherhood of 
Teamsters, Local 202, also received the Community Leadership 
Award. Kane began his career working on the loading docks at 
Hunt’s Point Market and was elected Secretary-Treasurer of Local 
202 at age 26. Ten years later, he was elected President of the 
4,500-member organization responsible for supplying food to mil-
lions of New Yorkers every day.

“It’s humbling to be asked to come back to a working class school 
when you spend your life representing working class people,” said 
Kane. “I think it really matters to help working class people—to give 
them an opportunity that maybe wouldn’t be there.”

Mathematics major Nikita Shetty, Class of 2015, represented the 
student body. An aspiring neurosurgeon, Nikita also works as a 
tutor on campus.

“I am sure that I am not alone in the rewarding feeling that one 
receives when you have seen someone succeed academically,” 
she told attendees. “On behalf of all of the scholarship recipients, 
please accept our sincere thanks for the sponsorship of our  
academic journeys.”

“Post-secondary education has never been more important and 
the challenges have never been greater,” says President Ricardo 

development news

The Cohen family looks on as Ira D. Cohen accepts his award.

Dan Kane Jr.

Nikita Shetty



R. Fernández. “We are grateful to supporters who recognize the 
urgent need to secure funds that enable our students to realize 
their dreams of attending college.”

Darlene Rodriguez, award-winning journalist and co-anchor  
of “Today in New York” on WNBC-TV, hosted the 2013  
awards dinner.

The annual event, which brought in nearly $300,000 in cash and 
pledges for 2013, raises private funds that are vital to student 
scholarship programs, and recognizes the accomplishments of 
community and corporate leaders, alumni, and friends of the  
College. As the primary source of student scholarship support, it  
is Lehman College’s most significant fundraiser of the year.    

There is no question that Ira D. Cohen, the 2013 recipient 
of the Alumni Achievement Award, is a self-motivated hard 
worker. However, if you ask him who gave him his drive, he 
won’t hesitate to tell you that the secret to his success was 
his parents. “This award is a testament to my parents,” he said. 
“My parents were not college grads—I’m a first-generation 
college grad, as was my brother. My parents pushed me pretty 
hard, especially my mother.”

It was that drive that led Cohen to the position of Managing 
Director and Board Member of Signal Hill Capital, LLC, a bou-

tique investment bank specializing in mergers 
and acquisitions, private placements, 

fairness opinions, and corporate 
restructuring that he cofounded. 
Signal Hill has some seventy 
employees spread across the 
United States—with offices in 
Baltimore, Nashville, New York, 

Reston, VA, San Francisco, and 
Boston—as well as in Bangalore, 

India, where Cohen travels 
frequently.

Cohen was born and 
raised in the Bronx, 
where he and his family 
lived on Undercliff  
Avenue, west of the 
Grand Concourse. He 
attended P.S. 109 and 

Junior High School 82, later going to the Bronx High School 
of Science. “When I graduated Science, there was really no 
other choice in terms of going to college,” he said, pointing 
out that it was impossible to argue with the cost of a Lehman 
education in those days—the College, like all CUNY schools, 
was completely free.

With his Lehman education in hand, Cohen went on to  
achieve his goal of becoming a Chief Financial Officer for  
a publicly-traded company. “I achieved that goal by the time  
I was 29.” Cohen later went on to become a Founder and 
Venture Partner of Updata Partners, a series of venture  
and private equity funds. Since 1998, Updata Partners  
has made over 40 venture and growth equity investments— 
approximately 25 are active and there is currently $450  
million under management. 

“Lehman was a great experience. I got an excellent education 
at Lehman during my four years here,” he said, noting that 
he worked at the same time and would schedule his classes 
around his work schedule. “I often went in the morning and 
came back in the evening after working in the afternoon,” said 
Cohen. “I even took a course on Saturday morning. Now there 
are admissions standards that I probably wouldn't meet if I 
was applying today.”

Not that he minds. “I think it’s great,” said Cohen. “The quality 
of student is probably higher than it was when I attended. And 
that’s important. There is definitely a need for a tier-one higher 
education institution in the Bronx.”

2013 Alumni Achievement Award
—Ira D. Cohen, (B.S. ’73)
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Nikita Shetty

Ira D. Cohen; Dan Kane Jr.; 
and Vincent HoSang.



12    Lehman  To day/Fa l l  2013  –  Win t e r  2014   

the two proteins bind together. The next steps are to create smaller 
molecules that bind more easily and formulate a drug that is more 
likely to attack cancer cells. Such a drug would be more stable in 
the human body and a much more efficient treatment. It could be 
used in combination with radiation or chemotherapy to kill cancer 
cells with fewer adverse effects to the patient.

“Cancer represents a significant worldwide 
public health problem,” says Prof. Sauane. 
“To advance new anti-cancer therapies, 
which are already being used in patients in 
clinical research, it is imperative to under-
stand the molecular mechanisms involved 
in the action of anti-cancer agents.”

Prof. Sauane’s research focuses on 
studying therapeutic viruses that kill only 
tumor cells. The project aims to define the 
underlying mechanisms of these anti-
cancer genes, and lead to the discovery of 
new therapeutic strategies to complement 
existing strategies. Multiple studies have 
demonstrated that Interleukin-24 kills a 
broad spectrum of human cancer cells 
without adversely affecting normal cells, 
including: melanoma, malignant glioma, 
fibrosarcoma and carcinomas of the breast, 
cervix, colon, rectum, liver, lung, ovary  
and prostate.

The team includes Prof. Moira  
Sauane, Professor Stephen M. Redenti, 
and several undergraduate and graduate 
students: Winchie Do, Cynthia Herrera, 
Jason Mighty, and Maria Shumskaya.

“I am very proud of my participation  
in this research, even though I am still  

an undergraduate student,” said Winchie “Chi” Do, a senior bio-
chemistry major. “It has been an exciting experience to collaborate 
with the group and study under someone as passionate as  
Professor Sauane.”

Prof. Sauane, a native of Buenos Aires, has taught at Lehman 
since 2012. She has been studying new cancer treatments for 
nearly two decades, focusing on gene therapy—inserting genes 
into individual cells to manipulate or destroy cancer cells.    

Researchers at Lehman College have discovered a novel mecha-
nism for killing cancer cells and are engaged in clinical trials for a 
variety of human tumors. It is a new generation of medication that 
could give doctors fresh alternatives in combining drug therapies 
with radiation or chemotherapy, while lessening side effects on  
the patient.

The team has identified the molecule that plays a pivotal role in  
killing human cancer cells while not affecting normal cells. The  
discovery centers on the interaction of two proteins that promotes 
the death of cancerous cells, and 
makes tumors more sensitive to  
radiation and chemotherapy.

Lead researcher Professor Moira 
Sauane and her team published their 
discovery in August 2013 in the 
journal Biochemical and Biophysical 
Research Communications. Now with 
a patent pending, they are applying 
the knowledge to begin designing 
more effective drugs to attack cancer 
and make it more treatable.

For fifteen years, gene therapy  
researchers have known that a  
certain protein–Interleukin-24  
(IL-24)–kills cancer cells while  
acting benignly toward normal cells. 
But they have never been sure why.

Until now.

Prof. Sauane and her researchers  
determined that Interleukin-24 is  
effective against cancerous cells  
because of its interaction with a pro-
tein known as Sigma 1 Receptor. They 
discovered that when Interleukin-24 
is introduced into an abnormal cell, 
it binds to Sigma 1 Receptor, which 
begins the process of killing the cell.

“It is like the falling of the first domino,” said Prof. Sauane. “We had 
found most of the pathways that IL-24 trigger to induce tumor-
specific cell death. But we were missing the first piece, the begin-
ning of the cascade that leads to the death of a cancerous cell.”

Now that they know where that chain reaction begins, research-
ers can build drugs to kill cancer cells more efficiently. The team 
is working with Professor Gustavo Lopez in Lehman’s Chemistry 
Department on computer modeling to discover which regions of 

Killing Cancer
Professor Moria Sauane’s Breakthrough Could 
Lead to New Drugs that Kill Cancerous Cells 
More Efficiently With Fewer Side Effects
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Inside the Creation of the New  
Lehman College School of Health Sciences, 

Human Services, and Nursing

To meet the demand of  

students and the job market, 

Lehman College is combining 

some of its most successful  

departments—Nursing; Health 

Sciences; Social Work; and Speech, 

Language, and Hearing Sciences—

into a new School. Now meet the 

people who are making it happen.



A Legacy of Caring
For 40 Years Lehman College’s Nursing Department 
Has Been a Source of Innovation and Pride

A new wave of nurses, educated and trained in the Bronx, hopes  
to offset the borough’s reputation of being the least healthy  
county in New York State. Hundreds of Lehman College nursing 
graduates are taking a more active role as nurses and primary care 
practitioners for Bronx residents, while doctors scramble to keep 
up with patient demands, according to the Association of American 
Medical Colleges.

The health care sector accounted for one-quarter of the borough’s 
jobs last year, with Bronx Lebanon employing 200 nursing gradu-
ates from Lehman. Montefiore Hospital, Bronx Lebanon, and the 
New York City Health and Hospitals Corporation, which includes 
Lincoln Hospital, Jacobi Medical Center, and North Central Bronx 
Hospital, are also top employers of Lehman’s newly-graduated 
registered nurses and family nurse practitioners.

“The Bronx is worst off of all New York City boroughs on almost 
every major barometer of health, from infant deaths to cancer to 
HIV/AIDS.  Nurses must be effectively educated to manage all 
aspects of these chronic diseases,” said Carl Kirton, Chief Nursing  
Officer at Lincoln Hospital. “In addition, nurses must address  
factors which significantly impact health such as substance use, 
poverty, unemployment, and obesity, all of which are significant 
social problems affecting the health of Bronx residents.”

Many nursing graduates started their careers at Lincoln Hospital, 
which has a long-standing clinical partnership with Lehman College.  
Kirton is an alumnus himself, having graduated from Lehman’s 
nursing program in 1986 where he was exposed to a variety of 
hospitals and clinical settings in the Bronx community.

“When I graduated in the 1980s, nursing was very different. Today, 
nurses have more responsibilities and a greater role in delivering 
patient care,” he said. “The work requires much more critical thinking, 
data aggregation and analysis, and continuous quality improve-
ment. We need nurses educated not only in traditional ambulatory 
care but in independent chronic disease management, telephone 
interventions, case management, and nontraditional health settings 
such as mobile vans, churches, and barber shops.” 

When Lehman’s Department of Nursing was created forty years 
ago, it was the first CUNY program to offer a degree that would 
prepare nurses with physical assessment skills on the undergraduate  
level. Early on, many of the students trained to become nurse  

practitioners and learn how to examine, diagnose, 
and treat patients. Today, it is a nationwide  
requirement for nurses with advanced degrees. 

“Lehman has always had a kind of visionary 
approach when it comes to the education of its 
nursing students,” said the Chair of the Nursing 
Department, Professor Catherine Alicia Georges, who has worked 
at Lehman since 1975. “This department has been an innovator  
and has been bold in seeking the kind of clinical partnerships 
throughout its history that will not just benefit our students but 
provide immediate service in communities.”

In the 1980s, Prof. Georges pioneered the use of the prison  
health center setting as a clinical laboratory for New York nursing  
students. She inaugurated a new partnership with Montefiore 
Medical Center, which sent Lehman nursing students to New 
York City’s Rikers Island jail for clinical trainings. One of the first 
students to enter the jail program was Fazal Yussuf (Nursing, 
’83) who went on to become the vice president of Rikers Island’s 
health services where he now oversees a staff of more than 1,100 
employees. In many ways, his training in the Bronx prepared him to 
face the challenges encountered in a corrections setting. 

“The functions of a nurse here are not as different as nurses on the 
outside. The expectations are the same,” Yussuf said. “What we do 
here at Rikers is more and more becoming a public health model. It 
is one of the few places where you can find at any given time such 
a large conglomerate of people with the most chronic illnesses. 
A lot of them may have never gone to the doctor before they get 
arrested and come here.” 

Although the partnership at Rikers ended in the late 1990s, the 
facility still provides clinical training opportunities for students and 
attracts many nurses interested in pursuing a career in mental 
health. Being one of the largest jails in the country, Rikers’ rehab 
and mental health treatment program serves a large population of 
mentally ill patients every day. 

“Nursing is about protecting the lives of all people. We see them  
in the community, we see them in school, we see them in the  
workplace, and across the life cycle,” Prof. Georges said. “One thing  
we tell our students is that, regardless of how long people live, for 
the most part of their lives, they live in the community. That’s where 
we have to solve problems and where we have to overcome the 
challenges. Nurses are there when you come into this world, and 
we are there when you leave it.”

—Sophia Tewa
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The two-year program costs about $11,000 annually, affordable 
when compared to similar M.S.W. programs offered at private 
schools. This academic year, just over 100 new students were 
accepted. Compared to other programs, second-year students do 
not have varying concentrations; rather, everyone is an “advanced 
urban generalist.”

“We are training social workers to work with any population, in 
any capacity in the urban environment,” said Prof. Mazza. Some 
students hold bachelors degree in social work from Lehman, which 
has one of the oldest and largest programs in the country.

One of the M.S.W. program’s great successes is credited to real-life 
experience students get through Bronx internships. They serve 
with organizations such as the Hispanic AIDS Forum, Montefiore 
Medical Center, Good Shepherd Services, East Side House Settle-
ment, Partnership with Children, and Bronx-Lebanon Hospital. The 
employment rate record of the M.S.W. students after graduation is 
impressive. “Within six months of graduating, about 90 percent of 
our students are employed full time. Many of them are bilingual or 
trilingual, and that becomes a huge selling point,” said Prof. Mazza. 

Nelson Torres, who received his bachelor’s degree in sociology 
from Lehman in 2001 and his M.S.W. in 2008, is a prime example. 
An internship at the Hispanic AIDS Forum turned into a fulltime 
job, and he is now the non-profit’s Bronx site director. He calls 
his Lehman education hugely influential. “What is special about 
Lehman is that it’s a family. The students were very close,” he said. 
“Whenever I go back, the professors remember you. They dedicate 
so much time to each student, and that is so crucial. Plus, we had 
the opportunity to work in the community and do fieldwork. It made 
a big difference,” he said.  

Khalil Cumberbatch, a current student, is already making an impact. 
He works as an academic counselor at The College Initiative in 
Queens. His interest in social work began atypical from the average 
student. He was incarcerated for six-and-a-half years on a robbery 
conviction, and while serving his time, enrolled in an education 
program that showed him how a college degree could change the 
course of his life. 

“I started to understand that there are social issues that exist in 
our communities that lend to high crime rates and high incarcera-
tion rates,” he said. “When I was released, I had a sense of a debt 
that I owed to myself, to my family, and to the community.  It was 
that mind frame that made me want to pursue higher education. 
If I wanted to be educated and speak on issues, outside of my 
personal experience with the criminal justice system, I had to be 
exposed to higher education.”

He first met Prof. Mazza while incarcerated, when the professor 
spoke to prisoners about the value of education. “The reason I feel 
the Lehman program is so successful is that it is a small program, 
and the professors have the flexibility to be hands-on. You walk up 
to professors and they know you. Prof. Mazza is very inclined to 
have your best interests at heart.”

—Suzanne Rozdeba
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The Real Work
Nationally Ranked M.S.W. Degree Fills Void with 
Underserved in Bronx

In the eight years since its launch in 2005, the Masters of Social 
Work program at Lehman College has achieved status among the 
top 100-ranked graduate social work programs at colleges and 
universities across the country, and has provided much-needed  
aid to the Bronx, where there was previously a dire need for  
social workers. 

“The emphasis of our program is social and economic justice,” said 
Professor Carl Mazza, the program director and a founder. The 
program, he said, has filled what was once a huge community void. 
“The reason the M.S.W. program came into existence was because 
agencies in the Bronx started telling us more and more that they 
could not get graduate students from Manhattan for field place-
ments. And even more of an issue was that they could not get 
M.S.W. graduates to take jobs because of the location,” said  
Prof. Mazza, who has spent thirty-five years as a social worker,  
specializing in criminal and juvenile justice.

Prof. Mazza and his colleagues, including Professor Norma Phillips,  
the department chair who was also integral in launching the 
program, saw a perfect opportunity for an M.S.W. program, many 
of whose students are Bronx-born and motivated by a desire to 
give back to the community. “Our program has always had a strong 
commitment to the Bronx. We decided that we were going to start 
an M.S.W. program specifically to serve underserved populations 
and communities,” he said. Students “feel a strong sense of justice, 
and that these populations in these areas have just as much right 
to services as other communities.”

Prof. Phillips, who had previously worked as an adoption consultant 
for domestic and international adoptions, said, “Agencies know our 
students, and they know what they are prepared to do. We have 
graduates holding high positions as directors and supervisors. A lot 
of our graduates, after being in the field, come back and supervise 
our students.” 

(Left) Lehman College 
nursing students  
practice their craft in  
the Nursing Lab at  
the College, where  
they get hands-on  
training.



On that busy Friday morning, Martinez and 
her classmates separated into three groups, 
each exploring the nuances of Middle Eastern, 
Caribbean, or Kosher food. Martinez concocted 
a Caribbean chicken recipe with rice and  
vegetables. At the end, she sat down with  
her classmates to taste each other’s culinary 
creations for a true immersion into world  
cuisine. Opfer explained how they could 
slightly modify unhealthy recipes to improve 
the diets of their future clients. 

“Obesity is a great problem in the United States,”  
said Sumiya Salmeen, a transfer student who 
joined Lehman after hearing of its dietetics 
program. “I would like to advise people on how 
to change their lifestyle by eating better food.”

Lehman’s degree in dietetics, foods, and  
nutrition trains future dieticians to interact  
with clients from all walks of life. Some will 

choose to do community work for wellness programs, while  
others may join food banks, hospitals, or food pantries. But  
for most of them, Lehman’s kitchen is the first exposure to a  
professional cooking environment. 

“The cooking lab in particular is fun because you actually get to 
cook things that you can do at home while you’re learning about 
food,” said Martinez. “This way you actually learn the science of the 
food and making better choices. These are things that you can  
apply directly to your life.”

—Sophia Tewa

The Power of Speech
Researchers at Lehman Work with Stroke Survivors 
to Regain Their Social Legs

Some say talk is cheap, but for Professor Mira Goral who studies 
aphasia, an acquired communication disorder, talk is everything. 

According to the National Aphasia Association, aphasia affects 
one million Americans, with some 100,000 acquiring it each year. 
It occurs mainly in people who have suffered a stroke or developed 
a brain lesion, affecting their ability to speak, understand spoken 
language and reading materials, and to write. Without therapy and 
group support, they can become isolated from friends, family, and 
work life. 

This is where Prof. Goral, a professor in the Department of Speech,  
Language, and Hearing Sciences, and Lehman’s Speech and  
Hearing Center, comes in. Clinicians in the Center work with  
clients, helping them find the missing words that will reconnect 
them to the people in their lives and to the life they once led. 

The Center, which first opened in 1968, serves the surrounding 
community. Graduate students, supervised by faculty members, 
offer treatment in various communication disorders in children and 
adults. Through her work in her neurolinguistics lab, Prof. Goral and 
her research team strive to ensure that the treatment strategies 
that they recommend indeed work. 

The Joy of Cooking
In the Kitchen Lab, Students Unlock the Art and 
Science of Cooking

On a bright fall morning, a small class of students, dressed in 
colorful aprons, juggled around their cutting-edge stovetops and 
ovens, studiously adding spices to exotic dishes. They had two and 
a half hours to cook a foreign meal using the technology and sleek 
appliances in Lehman’s new state-of the-art kitchen lab. Most of 
the students were undeterred by the exotic recipes and confidently 
mixed seasonings, testing new food preparation techniques, while 
a few asked Professor Mary Opfer for her expertise before hurrying 
back to their cooking module. 

“The nature behind this course in general is to learn about cultural 
cooking, flavors, and spices from different cultures and how we all 
eat differently,” said Prof. Opfer, adjunct dietetics lecturer. “When 
they go out to patients or clients in hospitals, they have some  
sensitivity and awareness.”

Lehman’s kitchen lab and pantry was designed in 2012 to train 
students from the dietetics, foods, and nutrition program to cook 
and learn safe methods of food preparation. Its restaurant-inspired 
task stations can accommodate up to two-dozen students at a 
time. Opfer’s class on ethnic food patterns and their influences  
on health is a favorite among those looking to become certified  
dieticians. Her students alternate between lectures on the scientific 
principles of food preparation for different socio-cultural groups 
and hands-on training in the kitchen food laboratory. 

“Knowing about the different cultures is really the most interest-
ing part for me because the previous classes dealt more with the 
science,” said Lizette Martinez, a senior student in dietetics. “This 
one is actually dealing with the way people actually eat, so that’s 
interesting to learn what appeals to the people you’re cooking for 
or preparing a menu for. And this is a good way to do it because, 
especially in New York City, you meet a lot of different cultures, 
races, and religions.”
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In her research Prof. Goral, who was recently awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship for teaching and research in Buenos Aires in the 
spring, is specifically interested in understanding how aphasia 
works in people who speak multiple languages. In those who 
have had a stroke, for example, she considers whether more than 
one language became impaired, were patients proficient in one 
language more than another, did they learn the language(s) as 
children or later in life, do the languages come from the same lan-
guage family (Italian and Spanish) or share the same script (Eng-
lish and Italian). The list of variables goes on, but by understanding 
these she is better able to target the rehabilitation process. 

“The question that I am seeking to answer in my research is this, if 
I work with a bilingual person in one of their languages would the 
benefit of the treatment cross over to the language that we did not 
work on,” explains Prof. Goral. 

“It’s called cross-language treatment generalization and what we’ve 
found recently is that while there appears to be progress across 
all the languages when they are treated, if a patient speaks one 
language better than another and treatment is given in the weaker 
language then the stronger language is inhibited.” The implication 
for bilinguals and multilinguals with aphasia is that they may not  
be able to communicate in their dominant language immediately 
following treatment as well as they would have otherwise. 

While Prof. Goral stressed that this outcome was a possibility and 
that it would likely be temporary, it would play a role in any treat-
ment strategy for such patients. For speakers of more than one 
language, especially older immigrants whose strong language is 
not English, the inability to communicate in their native language 
could be especially isolating and detrimental to their recovery. 

Prof. Goral’s current research, titled “Facilitation and competition 
across languages in multilingual aphasia,” is supported by a four-
year grant from the National Institutes of Health’s SCORE program 
for Hispanic Serving Institutions and the National Institute on  
Deafness and Other Communication Disorders. 

There are two parts to the study: the first is theoretical and seeks 
to understand the different variables and how they interact in multi-
lingual aphasia and the second part aims to identify the conditions 
that create cross-language facilitation and competition between 
languages. 

A graduate of Tel Aviv University, Prof. Goral holds a Ph.D. from the 
Graduate Center of the City University of New York. She completed 
her post-doctoral fellowship at the Department of Neurology at 
Boston University School of Medicine and the Language in the 
Aging Brain Laboratory at the Harold Goodglass Aphasia Research 
Center in Boston VA Healthcare System. 

Linguistics has been an academic passion of Prof. Goral’s through-
out her career. She says she first became interested in the field out 
of an interest in language and communication and communication 
break down. “Naturally, I find the brain and what it does to be  
fascinating, but on a more clinical level I enjoy helping people  
regain something that is really essential to all human beings and 
that is the ability to communicate.” 

—Yeara Rosenthal

(Don’t) Pump Up the Volume
If you’re listening to rap, hip-hop, or rhythm & blues—or other types 
of music—on an iPod or other device, chances are you are listening 
too loudly. 

This is according to a recent experiment led by Professor Sandra 
Levey of the Speech, Language, and Hearing Sciences Department  
aimed at understanding why iPod users may pump up the volume 
while listening to music. The article, “Portable Music Players Users:  
Cultural Differences and Potential Dangers,” was published in 
Noise & Hearing, a bimonthly inter-disciplinary international journal. 

For her experiment, Prof. Levey and her team examined the volume 
level of portable listening devices (PLD)—such as Smartphones or 
other MP3 players—used by individuals on a college campus and 
on a busy street corner in New York’s Union Square. A total of 196 
individuals from a variety of ethnic backgrounds participated. The 
final analysis showed that young iPod users and African-Americans 
listening to rap or hip hop did indeed listen the loudest and were 
more likely to exceed recommended listening times. 

Prof. Levey and her researchers believe the reasons behind the 
ethnic disparity can be found in the culture and the surrounding 
environment. For example, PLD use is more prevalent in urban 
environments than in rural ones. Urban dwellers tend to use their 
PLDs as isolation booths, a way to create distance from fellow  
passengers on trains or to break away from the noise of the city. 

In its own way, the music itself demands to be played loud. In the 
article, Prof. Levey and her coauthors cite a book by Tricia Rose, a 
professor of Africana Studies at Brown University. In Black Noise: 
Rap Music and Black Culture in Contemporary America, Rose 
discusses how the technology in music production of the 1970s 
and 1980s allowed rap artists to amplify the bass, which emits a 
low-frequency sound. As a consequence, rap music is often played 
at a higher volume by fans in order to appreciate it more fully. 

Still, despite findings that African-Americans listen longer and 
louder, this group reports lower incidences of hearing loss than 
white participants. Researchers believe this may have something  
to do with the presence of melanin, which some believe plays a 
role in the structure of the ear canal. “This was really an important 
experiment,” says Prof. Levey. “In the end, I am interested in the 
effect that hearing loss has on language, especially for young 
children whose learning may be affected by a hearing loss. The 
understanding that loud and long listening to music is necessary in 
my quest to lower or even to eliminate noise-induced hearing loss.” 

In the meantime, she recommends that everyone listen up and 
lower the volume. 

—Yeara Rosenthal

(Opposite) Students utilize Lehman College's newly refurbished kitchen 
lab as their classroom.
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A Guide to the 
Best of the Arts 
in the Bronx

A calendar of the cultural 
events taking place at  
Lehman College through  
May 2014. Reserve seats 
early for ticketed events—
many sell out. 

Order Tickets  
Online for Lehman Center  
at www.lehmancenter.org

Programs are subject to change. 

Visit www.lehman.edu  
to verify event or call 

718-960-8833  
(Lehman Center Box Office)  

718-960-8731  
(Lehman College Art Department)  

718-960-8025  
(Lovinger Theatre)  

718-960-8247  
(Music Department).

ongoing >
<   October 8 - January 8, 2014 

MORPHOLOGY OF THE PRINT

This exhibition examines the form and structure of  
contemporary printmaking.

Lehman College Art Gallery – Free

december 2013 >
<   Sunday, December 8, 3 p.m. 

THE STATE CAPELLA OF RUSSIA:  
A Russian Christmas

Capella’s first “Christmas” tour in the U.S. 

Lehman Center: $35, $30, $25*

<   Saturday, December 14, 12:55 p.m. 
THE MET: LIVE IN HD  
Verdi’s Falstaff

Lovinger Theatre: Free

<   Saturday, December 14, 8 p.m. 
PARRANDA NAVIDEÑA:  
Celebrating the Holiday Season— 
Jíbaro Style!

Lily Y Su Gran Trio, Odilio González “El Jibarito de Lares,” 
and José Miguel Class “El Gallito de Manatí” plus more

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25

<   Sunday, December 15, 2 p.m.  
LEHMAN COLLEGE COMMUNITY 
BAND: A Holiday Family Reunion

Festive selections of the season by Gershwin, Tchaikovsky, 
and others

Lovinger Theatre: Free

<   Sunday, December 15, 6 p.m. 
MOSCOW CLASSICAL BALLET:  
The Nutcracker

A Holiday family classic!

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25

january 2014 >
<   Saturday, January 4, 8 p.m. 

TEATRO

Celebrate the New Year with One of the World's Greatest 
Theatrical Vocalist Groups

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25 

<   January 11-12, 7: 30 p.m 
THE BRONX OPERA COMPANY 
Mechem’s The Rivals

Lovinger Theatre: $30, $25, $15**

<   Saturday, January 18, 8 p.m. 
DOO WOP 

Featuring Fred Parris & The 5 Satins, The Belmonts, 
former Lead Singer of the Shirelles, Shirley Alston Reeves, 
Larry Chance & the Earls, Chiffons, and Danny &  
the Juniors

Lehman Center: $50, $45, $35

<   Saturday, January 25, 8 p.m. 
GROUNDED AERIAL

Emotionally Charged Choreography Amplified into the Air

Lehman Center: $35, $30, $25 

february
<   Sunday, February 2, 6 p.m. 

HAIR

The Public Theater’s new Tony-winning production travels 
to the Bronx

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25

<   Thursday, February 6, 8 p.m. 
HAIFA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF 
ISRAEL

Their Bronx Debut playing selections of Tchaikovsky, 
Weber, and Beethoven

Lehman Center: $75, $35, $30, $25 

<   February 8, 12:55 p.m. 
The MET: LIVE IN HD 
Dvorák’s Rusalka

Lovinger Theatre: Free

* Children 12 and under, $10 any seat.
** Students and Senior Citizens receive $5 off ticket prices.

The Nutcracker

Teatro

José  
Feliciano



<   Sunday, February 9, 3 p.m. 
THE GUITAR PASSIONS OF  
SHARON ISBIN

Grammy Award-Winning Guitarist Featuring Jazz Legend 
Stanley Jordan and Brazilian Virtuoso Romero Lubambo

Lehman Center: $35, $30, $25 

<   Saturday, February 15, 8 p.m. 
SOWETO GOSPEL CHOIR

The Two Time Grammy-Award Winners and Internationally 
Acclaimed World Music Sensation

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25

<   Sunday, February 16, 2 p.m.  
LEHMAN CHAMBER PLAYERS

Selections of Schumann, Brahms, Schubert

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

<   Sunday, February 23, 6 p.m. 
KRASNOYARSK NATIONAL DANCE 
COMPANY OF SIBERIA 
The Eternal Treasure of Folk

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25

march
<   Saturday, March 1, 8 p.m. 

FOREVER FREESTYLE 8

The Latin-flavored ‘80s Dance Music Sensation

Lehman Center:  $100, $65, $60, $55

<   March 15, 12:55 p.m. 
The MET: LIVE IN HD 
Massenet’s Werther

Lovinger Theatre: Free

<   Sunday, March 16, 4 p.m. 
MOSCOW FESTIVAL BALLET:  
SLEEPING BEAUTY

A Breathtaking Classic

Lehman Center: $45, $40, $25 

<   Tuesday, March 18, 12:30 p.m.  
FACULTY RECITAL

A combination of Jazz, Latin, and Electronic  
Music styles

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

april
<   April 5, 12:55 p.m. 

The MET: LIVE IN HD 
Puccini’s La Bohème

Lovinger Theatre: Free

<   Sunday, April 6, 4 p.m. 
TAO: PHOENIX RISING!

Explosive Taiko Drumming Direct from Japan

Tickets: $35, $30, $25 

<   Thursday, April 10, 11 a.m. 
LEHMAN BRASS QUINTET

Classical and original music arranged for brass

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

<   Sunday, April 13, 2 p.m. 
LEHMAN WOODWIND QUINTET

Mozart, Britten, Milhaud and others

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

<   Sunday, April 13, 4 p.m. 
RUSSIAN NATIONAL BALLET:  
DON QUIXOTE

Epic Masterpiece of Chivalry and Comedy

Tickets: $45, $40, $25 

<   Wednesday, April 23, 12:30 p.m. 
FACULTY JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Music Building, Hearth Room: Free

<   Sunday, April 27, 2 p.m.  
LEHMAN JAZZ BAND

Music Building, Hearth Room: Free

may
<   Friday, May 2, 12:30 p.m. 

LEHMAN JAZZ COMBOS

Music Building, Hearth Room: Free

<   Sunday, May 4, 2:30 p.m.  
LEHMAN COLLEGE & COMMUNITY 
CHORUS and LEHMAN SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Spring Concert

Concert Hall: Free

<   Monday, May 5, 12:30 p.m. 
STUDENT RECITAL

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

<   Tuesday, May 6, 4:30 p.m. 
LEHMAN LATIN JAZZ ENSEMBLE

Salsa Brava Pa’ Gozar

Music Building, Hearth Room: Free

<   May 9-10, 7:30 p.m. 
THE BRONX OPERA COMPANY 
Verdi’s La Traviata

Lovinger Theatre: $40, $30, $25**

<   May 10, 12:55 p.m. 
The MET: LIVE IN HD 
Rossini’s La Cenerentola

Lovinger Theatre: Free

<   Saturday, May 10, 8 p.m. 
JOSÉ FELICIANO

Light Your Fire this Mother’s Day Weekend

Tickets: $45, $40, $25

<   Wednesday, May 14, 7 p.m.  
SENIOR RECITAL

Choral works by Bach, Beethoven, and Brahms

Music Building, Recital Hall: Free

<   Sunday, May 18, 2 p.m. 
LEHMAN COLLEGE COMMUNITY 
BAND

Prelude to Summer

Lovinger Theatre: Free

Soweto Gospel Choir

Sleeping Beauty

Grounded 
Aerial

José  
Feliciano

Tao:  
Phoenix  
Rising!



“I will not compromise with my conscience”:
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(Above) Herbert H. Lehman, Governor, Senator, Statesman. 
(Opposite) Lehman during his time as the Director General of the  
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.



him to do more to help others, and he was persuaded to run for 
Lieutenant Governor of New York in the hope that his presence 
on the ticket would help Al Smith carry the state in the presidential 
race and aid Franklin Roosevelt’s bid for the governorship. 

Although Herbert Hoover easily defeated Smith, Roosevelt and 
Lehman were elected Governor and Lieutenant Governor of New 
York, and at age 50, Lehman embarked on a new career in public 
office, where he would remain for most of the next thirty-five years. 
Age was no barrier for Herbert Lehman; in 1959-1961, when he 

was already in his eighties, 
Lehman led the reform move-
ment that ousted Carmine  
De Sapio and the political 
bosses who had controlled the 
Democratic Party in New York 
City for decades.

The Welfare State

Lehman believed that an active 
government was needed to 
combat and mitigate some of 
the problems resulting from 
immigration, urbanization, and 

industrialization in the early 1900s. He supported efforts to ban 
child labor, improve working conditions in factories, provide better 
housing for people living in slums, and help those who needed  
assistance to get back on their feet.

Governor Franklin Roosevelt considered Herbert Lehman his 
“splendid right hand,” and they worked together trying to help New 
Yorkers survive the devastating effects of the Great Depression.   
Roosevelt and Lehman accelerated state spending on public 
works to create jobs and provided unemployment relief for those in 
need.  After Lehman was elected in 1932 to succeed Roosevelt as 
governor, he won legislative approval of his “Little New Deal,” which 
included a minimum wage bill for women and children and a reduc-
tion in their working hours, an increase in the compulsory school 
age from 14 to 16, relief for the unemployed and those unable to 
work, a state unemployment insurance program, an improved work-
men’s compensation plan, limits on the use of injunctions in labor 
disputes, mortgage relief for homeowners, an increase in public 
housing, cheaper utility rates, and help for farmers.   

When Lehman ran for the United States Senate in 1949, he ran 
on his liberal record as governor and in full support of FDR’s New 
Deal and Harry Truman’s Fair Deal policies. Republican incumbent 
John Foster Dulles denounced Lehman and the Democrats for 

Herbert Henry Lehman set an  
example for us to follow by devoting 
much of his life to serving others.  His 
father Mayer Lehman instilled in his son 
at an early age the belief that one had a 
responsibility to help other people, and a 
school trip to the Lower East Side made 
such a strong impression that Herbert 
Lehman still remembered sixty-five years later “the poverty, and  
the filth, and the bleakness” of the neighborhood.  After college, 
Herbert Lehman began a lifelong commitment to Lillian Wald’s 
Henry Street Settlement, organizing a club for 12-14-year-old 
boys, serving on the Board of Directors for forty-five years, and 
donating the money for a new building named in memory of his 
son Peter, who was killed during World War II.  Lehman served on 
the boards of numerous charitable and philanthropic organizations, 
and his generous financial contributions helped the NAACP survive 
the Great Depression.  Internationally, Lehman served from 1943-
1946 as the first Director General of the United Nations Relief 
and Rehabilitation Administration, which provided food and other 
necessities to help people in countries that were liberated from  
the Axis Powers.  

Career Change

Herbert H. Lehman also demonstrated that it is never too late to 
change careers.  After graduating from Williams College in 1899, 
he worked for a textile manufacturer for a few years before joining 
Lehman Brothers, the investment banking firm founded by his father  
and uncle. He remained at Lehman Brothers until 1928, when he 
ran for public office for the first time.  Lehman had enjoyed his 
career in banking, but he understood that public office would allow 

By Duane Tananbaum 

“I will not compromise with my conscience”:
Fifty years ago, on December 5, 1963, Herbert H. Lehman 
passed away unexpectedly as he was preparing to travel to 
Washington, D.C., to receive the new Presidential Medal of 
Freedom the next day.  The 50th anniversary of Lehman’s 
death is an occasion to look back at the life and legacy of 
this great statesman and humanitarian for whom Lehman 
College is named.  We should always remember his concern 
for his fellow man, his example of changing careers at age 
fifty, his belief that the government has a positive role to 
play in improving people’s lives, his support for the system 
of checks and balances that prevents any one individual or 
branch of the government from exercising too much power, 
and his willingness to stand up for 
his ideals and principles even if 
they were unpopular at the time.
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The Legacy of Herbert H. Lehman



“I Will Not Compromise with My Conscience”

When one examines Lehman’s record, what stands out most is 
his refusal to abandon his beliefs and his principles, even when it 
meant endangering his political future.  In 1949, as he was about 
to declare his candidacy for the U.S. Senate, he risked offend-
ing Catholic voters when he defended Eleanor Roosevelt against 
New York Archbishop Francis Cardinal Spellman’s charge that she 
was “anti-Catholic” because she opposed federal aid to parochial 
schools.  Despite Senator Joseph McCarthy’s strong support in 
Congress and among the general public for his witch-hunts for 
Communists under every bed, Lehman was one of the first to chal-
lenge McCarthy and his methods.  Lehman was the only senator 
up for re-election in 1950 who had the courage to vote against 
the popular McCarran Internal Security Act, which, in the name of 
fighting Communism, authorized the detention in internment camps 

of Americans who might commit acts 
of espionage or sabotage.  Emphasiz-
ing that “I will not compromise with my 
conscience,” Lehman explained that 
he would “vote against this tragic, this 
unfortunate, this ill-conceived legisla-
tion” even though he realized that doing 
so might end his political career. 

Herbert Lehman saw his role as a sena-
tor as one of educating his colleagues 
and the American people about what 

needed to be done to ensure 
the equality of all Americans.  
And although he found it 
frustrating that the filibuster 
tactics of southern segrega-
tionist senators blocked the 
enactment of civil rights leg-
islation, and prejudice based 
on people’s national origins 
prevented the passage of 

meaningful immigration reform, Lehman believed that the fight for 
such measures was worth waging and that they would eventually 
be adopted.  Lehman helped ensure that civil rights and immigra-
tion reform remained in the forefront of the liberal agenda, and he 
would have celebrated when they were enacted in 1964 and 1965 
as part of Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society.  

Unlike many politicians, Herbert Lehman demonstrated repeatedly 
his honesty, integrity, and sincerity.  As a friend later recalled about 
traveling with Lehman during his first campaign in 1928, “when 
Herbert Lehman said something you got an impression of sincerity 
which has rarely been duplicated. . .  He was able to convey to his 
listeners the fact that what he was saying had nothing to do with 
political advantage, but was something which he really intensely 
felt.”  The citation accompanying Herbert Lehman’s Medal of Free-
dom captures the essence of his legacy:  “Citizen and statesman, 
he has used wisdom and compassion as the tools of government 
and has made politics the highest form of public service.”      

Duane Tananbaum is Associate Professor of History at  
Lehman College. His book on Herbert H. Lehman is  

forthcoming by SUNY Press in 2014.

supporting what Dulles derisively labeled 
“the welfare state,” but instead of run-
ning away from the charge, Lehman 
embraced it, arguing that the social 
welfare programs of the New Deal and 
the Fair Deal needed to be preserved 
and expanded.  The people of New York 
agreed with Lehman and elected him to 
the Senate.

Checks and Balances

We should remember and honor 
Lehman’s devotion to the system of 
checks and balances that prevents any 
one individual or branch of the govern-
ment from accumulating too much power.  In 
January 1934, New York City Mayor Fiorello 
H. La Guardia sought authority to reorga-
nize the city government, reduce the city 
workforce, and cut salaries—all by executive 
order.  When the proposal reached Albany, 
however, Governor Lehman objected to what 
he characterized as La Guardia’s reach for 
“dictatorial powers,” insisting that the mayor 
needed to work in concert with the Board of 
Estimate to resolve the city’s fiscal problems.  

A few years later, Lehman 
opposed his friend Franklin 
Roosevelt’s plan to pack the 
U.S. Supreme Court with  
pro-New Deal judges.  
Although Lehman shared 
Roosevelt’s disappointment 
that important New Deal 
measures had been declared 
unconstitutional by a slim  
majority of the Court, he 
feared that Roosevelt’s 
bill “would create a greatly 
dangerous precedent which 
could be availed of by future, 
less well-intentioned adminis-
trations.”  Lehman expressed 
these concerns privately 
to Roosevelt, but when the 
president pushed ahead with 
his scheme, Lehman released 
to the press a letter he had sent urging Senator Robert F. Wagner 
Sr. to vote against Roosevelt’s proposal.  

As a senator in 1955, Lehman confronted a request from President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower that Congress authorize the president  
“to employ the armed forces of the United States as he deems 
necessary” to defend Formosa (Taiwan) and related areas against 
armed aggression.  Lehman warned that the measure constituted 
“a pre-dated blank check of authority . . . which might be used to 
involve us in a war,” but he was one of only three senators to vote 
against delegating to the president the power to decide whether 
the nation went to war.
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(Opposite page) (1) A Philadephia Record cartoon from 1939, titled “A Big Job For the New Chef”—a reference to Lehman’s 
job as the Director General of the UNRRA; (2) Lehman passed child labor laws; (3) Lehman receiving an award; (4) Lehman, 
center, with Franklin D. Roosevelt (left) and Al Smith—all three would serve as the Empire State’s Governor; (5) Lehman 
with his political ally, Eleanor Roosevelt; (6) Lehman receiving an honor from Fordham University in the Bronx.
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Abigail Lash has a famous historical legacy in her family with deep 
New York roots. A New Yorker, Lash is the great-granddaughter  
of Herbert H. Lehman, the College’s namesake, who passed away 
50 years ago this December. Lehman, a liberal democrat, served 
as the 45th Governor of New York from 1933-1942, and as a 
United States Senator from 1950-1957. Lash spoke to Lehman 
Today about her family’s legacy, her role as a board member of 
the Lehman College Foundation, and what lessons today’s public 
figures could learn from her great-grandfather.   

Q. Your great-grandfather held heavy-hitting political positions as 
New York Governor and U.S. Senator. He was also called on by 
President Franklin Roosevelt to head the State Department’s  
Office of Foreign Relief and Rehabilitation Operations in 1942,  
and was elected the first Director-General of the United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. He took on immigration 
in the 1950s and famously stood up to McCarthyism, and was a 
close confidante of Roosevelt. Lehman College was named in his 
honor. What do you think of his legacy?

A. I think that what he was working on during the height of his  
career, the issues remain as pertinent today as they were back 
then, and are still at the forefront of politicians’ minds. I have  
tremendous respect for what he did. I certainly hope that people  
in positions of power today can work with the same kind of dedica-
tion and interest in bipartisanship, and doing the right thing, even  
if it’s not the most popular thing. I hope that our politicians are 
working with those kinds of values. 

Q. What do you do in your role as a board member of the Lehman 
College Foundation?

A. There’s always been a family member 
on the Lehman College Foundation 
board. It’s a volunteer position. I’ve been 
on the board for about nine months. 
When we have our meetings, we talk 
about issues facing the College and, 
more importantly, the foundation and its 
mission. I do my best to support that. 

The president always gives an address 
at the meetings. For an outsider who’s 
not involved with the College on a  
day-to-day basis, it’s incredibly inspiring 
every time the president speaks  
because there’s so much happening  
on campus. 

Q. Have you been involved in any 
interesting policy issues as a board 
member?

A. I’m still new to the board and not in a position to be driving 
policy. I’m trying to get up to speed, hear what the issues are. It’s 
always about the support the foundation gets, both privately and 
publicly, and how we can support as many worthy students at the 
College with grants. 

Q. As someone whose great-grandfather is the namesake for the 
College, what do you admire about the school?

A. I was struck by the vitality on campus and the high-level facility 
that’s being offered to students, which trickles over to what course-
work they’re able to get, the media center, the sciences, and arts. It 
all adds to the broad, strong, multifaceted education that one can 
get at Lehman. 

Q. In addition to your role as a board member, tell us a little more 
about you personally. 

A. I am a residential real estate broker at Brown Harris Stevens 
and work all over the city. l live on the Upper East Side with my 
husband and two young daughters. 

Q. It’s been 50 years since your great-grandfather’s death. What 
are some of the things you think he should be remembered for?

A. Politicians could take a page from his book of putting aside 
their personal conceits and working toward shared goals, mainly, 
making policy changes that positively impact their constituents. I 
have tremendous respect for what he did. I wish that politicians 
today did the same kind of work that he did.    

Q&A With Abigail Lash— 
Herbert H. Lehman’s  
Great-Granddaughter
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a l u m n i  s p o t l i g h t

Lewis Gordon, internationally acclaimed philosopher and  
1984 graduate of the Lehman Scholars Program, was recently  
appointed the prestigious Nelson Mandela Visiting Professorship  
at Rhodes University in South Africa. 

Professor Gordon, who is currently Professor of Philosophy and 
Africana Studies at the University of Connecticut at Storrs, will 
leave for South Africa next year to teach a seven-week seminar 
on African humanism and two more seminars in 2015. The Nelson 
Mandela Visiting Professorship was launched in 2012 to bring 
world-renowned scholars to Rhodes University. Professor Gordon 
will lecture on subjects such as “Unjust Justice,” “Theories from the 
Global South,” and “African Humanism.”

“To have someone of that caliber within our midst raises the bar 
within the faculty,” said Fred Hendricks, dean of Humanities at 
Rhodes University. “You get the prospects of postgraduate and 
undergraduate students being exposed to somebody of that caliber 
and testing their own ideas against somebody like that who can 
then guide them.”

Prof. Gordon 
earned two  
master's degrees as well as his Ph.D. in philosophy from Yale 
University. As a post-graduate student, he taught in the Lehman 
Scholars Program at Lehman College. Since then, Gordon taught 
at Brown University, Yale, Purdue University, and Temple University 
in the field of Black existentialism and Africana philosophy, among 
other subjects. At Temple University, he directed both the Center 
for Afro-Jewish Studies and the Institute for the Study of Race and 
Social Thought. He also founded the Second Chance Program at 
Lehman High School in the Bronx.

Next year, Gordon will alternate between seminars at Rhodes and 
lectures across South Africa at various universities and community 
events. He has a long time relationship with South African academ-
ic scholars, having presented several public lectures and seminars 
in the country for the past three years. Gordon’s first book Bad 
Faith and Antiblack Racism was published in 1995 and made an 
impact on many university researchers and community activists in 
South Africa. 

“[The book] quickly made its way to unexpected places. Among 
them were poor black townships across South Africa. The poorest 
of the poor valued my existential phenomenological meditations on 
anti-black racism enough to make them available in barely stocked 
community libraries,” Prof. Gordon said. “Every time I visited South 

Africa, I found myself entrenched in 
important national and international 
debates on struggles for human 
dignity.”

By the time Prof. Gordon was  
offered a South African Research 
Fellowship in 1999 to 2000 at the 
then Durban-Westville University, he  
had written several other books on 
the revolutionary philosopher and 
psychiatrist Frantz Fanon, including  
Her Majesty’s Other Children which won the Gustavus Meyer 
award for the Study of Human Rights.   

In December, Gordon 
will also travel to 
Toulouse University, 
France, where he 

was recently named Europhilosophy Visiting Chair, a special posi-
tion rarely granted to non-European philosophers. In addition to 
teaching a two-week seminar for graduate students at Toulouse, 
Gordon will also present the keynote speech at the university’s up-
coming conference on Frantz Fanon and psychoanalysis. This will 
be a second trip to the famous French university for the philosophy 
scholar, who has lectured there last year in the French-German 
Summer School, an initiative of the European Union. 

Gordon believes that his experience as a student in the Lehman 
Scholars Program exposed him to an intellectually rich and vibrant 
environment in an institution attuned to the constant changes of a 
predominantly immigrant community. 

“Studying through the LSP and learning so much from my vibrant 
community of peers were gifts. My fellow students were politically 
aware, always active and looking out for each other,” Gordon said. 
“We had fundraising parties to assist each other with tuition and 
living costs; we cultivated our artistic and academic talents through 
performances and academic workshops; we created newspapers 
and magazines; and we even developed free used-book drives and 
additional tutoring services. We understood, in other words, what it 
meant to be part of a community. I know these are rare moments at 
many institutions. I was fortunate to be part of one of them.” 

  Lewis Gordon (’84) 
Named Nelson Mandela Visiting Professor at Rhodes University 

Lewis Gordon

...his experience as a student in the Lehman Scholars Program 
exposed him to an intellectually rich and vibrant environment...



Ivan Seidenberg grew up in the 
Bronx and attended New York City 
public schools. By his own admis-
sion, he rarely ventured past the  
few blocks surrounding his home—
physically or intellectually. After 
attending and graduating from 
Lehman College in 1972, he rose 
through the ranks of Verizon  
Communications and its predeces-
sors to become Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer before retiring 
after 2011. 

For his accomplishments and 
contributions to the world of technology, Seidenberg was this year 
awarded the Distinguished Alumnus Award by the American  
Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU). 

Lehman President Ricardo R. Fernández was there to present the 
award. “When it comes to technology and communication, there is 
no question that he is a leader, and there is much that we in higher 
education can learn from him,” he said. He found parallels between 
Seidenberg’s leadership in his company’s technology evolution and 
Lehman’s own challenges in meeting the needs of its constituent’s 
thirst for new technology. 

“Think about this, the freshmen who began at Lehman College this 
year do not know of a world without mobile phones,” said President 
Fernández. “It took visionaries like Mr. Seidenberg to lead Verizon 
and its partners in the evolution of wireless communications into 
the modern world. A world with a smart phone in every pocket or 
purse, and the information of the Internet available at the touch of 

 Ivan Seidenberg (’72) 
                Receives AASCU’s Distinguished Alumni Award

Ivan Seidenberg 

Elaine Rivera, a member of the faculty in the Journalism, Communication, 
and Theatre Department, passed away on October 26. She was 54.

Rivera joined the faculty at Lehman College in 2009 as a substitute 
lecturer, bringing nearly thirty years of experience at top news organi-
zations around the country, including Time magazine, the Washington 
Post, and WNYC Radio. One year after joining Lehman, she was pro-
moted to the rank of Distinguished Lecturer. Her experience covering 
Spanish-speaking urban communities, her national reputation, and 
her manifold connections in the New York media industry made her a 
valuable resource in helping students find career opportunities and in 
recruiting new students to the profession.

She also oversaw the conversion of the Bronx Journal from a print to a 
multimedia format, which won the City University of 
New York’s 2011 Murray Kempton Award for Journal-
ism in the ‘Best Web Publication’ category. Rivera 
continued to serve as co-editor of the Bronx Journal. 
“Elaine had a profound professional knowledge and 
a unique rapport with the students,” said Patricio 
Lerzundi, chair of the Department of Journalism, 
Communication, and Theatre. “Her loss is not just to 
Lehman and journalism, but to her many friends and 
colleagues, and especially to her students.”

In Memoriam

a keypad. It’s a world that Lehman College is now confronting as 
we re-invent ourselves for the 21st century student.”

In accepting the award, Seidenberg praised Lehman College for 
the vital role it plays in the Bronx and New York City in trans-
forming the lives of young people. “Once upon a time, I was one 
of those young people—a kid from the Bronx—whose life was 
changed by the power of a public university,” said Seidenberg. “By 
going to college, I prepared myself for a long career at New York 
Telephone and eventually Verizon. Both institutions expanded my 
world view, exposed me to diverse people and points of view, and 
challenged me to achieve more than I ever thought I could.”

Seidenberg began his career as a cable splicer's assistant at New 
York Telephone, eventually becoming head of NYNEX in 1994. 
He later took a senior position with Bell Atlantic after its merger 
with NYNEX. When Bell Atlantic became Verizon, Seidenberg 
was sole CEO of the company. He is credited with the vision of a 
wireless and broadband world that helped transformed Verizon into 
a premier global network company, and helped transform the way 
people around the world communicate.

In 2007, President George W. Bush named Seidenberg to the 
National Security Telecommunications Advisory Committee, which 
advises the president on communications issues related to national 
security, emergency preparedness, and the protection of critical  
infrastructure. He was appointed by President Obama to the 
President’s Export Council, which advises the President on how to 
promote U.S. exports, jobs and growth, and the National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee, which provides counsel 
on communications issues related to national security. 

The award, presented to Seidenberg at AASCU’s annual meeting 
in October, is intended to direct national attention to the value of 
society’s investment in state institutions.
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a l u m n i  s p o t l i g h t

Samsiya Ona, now in her third year at Harvard Medical School, this 
year won a Paul and Daisy Soros Fellowship For New Americans. 
The prestigious honor is worth $90,000: $40,000 for tuition and 
$50,000 in other financial support, and will go a long way in help-
ing Ona cover the costs of her graduate education.

Ona, who immigrated to the United States with her siblings in 
2006 from the West African nation of Togo, graduated from 
Lehman College in 2010 with a B.A. (Anthroplogy) and B.S.  
(Biology).  She says she almost didn’t apply for the grant.

“At first I wasn’t sure I was even going to apply,” she admits. “So 
many people apply for it.” Which is true: of the 1,000 applicants, 
only thirty are selected. “But finally I said, ‘I’ll do it.’ And now I am 
very glad I did.”

The Soros Fellowship is allowing Ona to achieve her lifelong dream 
of becoming a doctor. It has not been an easy journey. When she 
came to the U.S. as a native French speaker, her English skills 
were lacking, despite having taken English classes in high school. 
“We didn't speak that much English in English class,” she says. 
After settling in with her father and five siblings, she enrolled in a 
non-credit English class at Hunter College and, a few months later, 
in the Lehman Scholars Program.

At Lehman, she was advised that her limited English would make it 
almost impossible to get through medical school, and she decided 
to enroll instead in the pre-nursing program. “I was in the program, 
but only half-heartedly,” she says. “I started to think, ‘Why did I come 
here? Maybe I should go back home to Togo.’”

She credits Professor Gary Schwartz, director of the Lehman 
Scholars Program, for telling her that, however difficult it might be, 
she should pursue her dream. “She has a deft, agile, and receptive 
intellect,” said Professor Schwartz. “She is just a superb student 
and an uncommon person. Not one of my students has ever shown 

as much willingness to share her 
gifts with other students, unstintingly 
offering tutoring support to those in 
need.” During her sophomore year, 
she enrolled in Lehman's pre-med 
program.

Inspired by a trio of mentors, including  
Professor Schwartz, Dr. Irwin Dannis 
from the Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, and 1995 Lehman  
alumnus Dr. Eliot Melendez, she  
applied to Harvard Medical School.  
A graduate of the Harvard program, 
Dr. Melendez is on the staff of  
Massachusetts General Hospital. 
“He told me I should try to get into 
Harvard,” recalled Ona. “I didn’t think 
that with my background, I would get accepted, but he told me  
it wasn't about where you're from, but who you are.” Although  
she won acceptances from nine schools, the moment she was  
accepted to Harvard, she knew that is where she would go.

She hopes to become a primary care physician, specializing in  
infectious diseases, and ultimately return to Togo to open a  
community medical center for the poor. “In Togo, there is no insur-
ance, so it’s pay-before-service,” she says. “If you have no money, 
you can’t get treatment. It’s really disheartening to go to a major  
hospital in Togo and see how many people are desperate for help.”

When Ona graduated Lehman in 2011, she earned a treasure 
trove of honors, including summa cum laude (“with highest hon-
ors”); departmental honors in her two majors, anthropology and 
biology; membership in Golden Key Honor Society and Phi Beta 
Kappa; and both the Hirsh Scholarship and the Kane Prize. 

Samsiya Ona (’11) 
       Wins a Prestigious Soros Fellowship 

At Harvard Medical School, 
Ona is the co-president of the 
Women of Color in Medicine 
and Dentistry.

Network with us! 

Join the “Lehman College Alumni” group on LinkedIn and Facebook  
(www.facebook.com/LehmanCollegeAlumni). Share your stories on the Lehman College 
Blog, go to blog.lehman.edu/ and let us know about you and your Lehman experience.
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a l u m n i  s p o t l i g h t

Nabie Foday Fofanah, a Guinea-born 
Olympian sprinter and Lehman grad-
uate, found his passion for running 
almost by accident; he was originally 
set on becoming a football player. 
In his senior year at Dewitt Clinton 
High School in the Bronx, Fofanah 
decided to join his two sisters for 
a run to get in shape for college 
football. His sisters had already been 
running for four years and Fofana 
had a hard time keeping up.

 “At the time I wasn’t in shape at all,” 
he said. “I thought I would run for 

two years to get in shape and then play football. Then I couldn’t 
stop and got addicted to it.   

In 2001, Fofanah joined Lehman College where he became an 
All-American sprinter with the help of former Lehman track coach 
Lyndon George. “He made the biggest change in my running  
career. He brought a lot of scientific approach to my running  
practice,” Fofanah said. “I had never done anything like that before.”

Fofanah practiced track and field running with his coach five days 
a week at the Kingsbridge Armory. As soon as he earned his 
Bachelor’s Degree in business administration in 2004, Nabie and 
his sister Fatmata Fofanah were selected to compete for Guinea at 
the 2004 Summer Games. 

At the Athens Olympics that summer, Fofanah competed during the 
Men’s 100 and 200 meters races and even carried his country’s 
flag during the opening ceremonies. “It was a dream that I had for  
a long time,” Fofanah said. “It was unbelievable, easily the most  
surrealistic moment in my life. I was just speechless.” 

Fofanah also competed in the 2008 Guinean Olympic squads in 
Beijing. Shortly after, he was hired to join the Sports Center at 
Chelsea Piers as a personal trainer. He now devotes most of his 
time to his work, which merges his passion for sports with his  
aspiration to help others achieve their own athletic ambitions. 

“I appreciate the fact that my coach helped me achieve my personal  
goal,” he said. “So I would like to help others achieve theirs.” 

Nabie Foday Fofanah ('04)
           Competes for Guinea in the Olympics 

Nabie Foday Fofanah

Lehman College alumna Joely Bernat ('11), is Miss World Dominican  
Republic. She won the crown at the Reina Nacional de Belleza 
competition in August. Bernat went on to represent the Dominican 
Republic at the Miss World 2013 competition in Bali, Indonesia  
in September. 

Born in Puerto Rico, Bernat lives in New York with her mother, who 
is Dominican. When she is not competing in beauty pageants, she 
works as a bilingual teacher and is an avid swimmer. As an under-
graduate at Lehman, Bernat was a top swimmer on the Lightning 
swim team—an impressive feat considering she learned to swim only 
after enrolling at the College. 

Bernat is described by her friends as charismatic, humble, talented, 
and caring. She takes on challenges with great energy and a positive 
attitude. It is this natural disposition that allowed her to overcome a 

pulmonary embolism that nearly ended her life. Having survived a 
near death experience, Bernat resolved to pursue her goals.

“I remember taking [the news] in and thinking everything happens for 
a reason in life,” said Bernat. “If God destined for me to go through 
this experience, something good is going to come out of it. I feel like 
God gave me a second chance in life, for a purpose, to inspire other 
people, and that what I want to do.” 

Dominican Pageant Winner and Miss World 
Contestant Vows to Inspire Others
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(Above) Joely Bernat, the current Miss Dominican Republic;  
(At right) Bernat during her days on the Lehman swim team.

Joely Bernat ('11)      
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a l u m n i  e v e n t s

Alumni from classes 1968 to 1975 gathered at Lehman for their first on-campus 

reunion. Initiated by Lehman College’s first full four-year graduating class—the Class of 1972—

in honor of their 40th anniversary last year, this event celebrated all alumni from those early 

years at Lehman, which had previously been the uptown campus of Hunter College. Special 

emphasis was placed on some very special milestones: the 40th anniversary of the class of 

1973 and the 45th anniversary of the Class of 1968. 

The Reunion program included campus tours led by students from the Office of Admissions; 

a reception with speeches, photos, music, yearbooks and memorabilia; and a dinner in the 

Faculty Dining Room. In honor of the reunion, Lehman College alumnus U.S. Representative 

Eliot L. Engel (‘69) offered President Ricardo R. Fernández a plaque with the official notice of 

the event that was entered into the Congressional Record. Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (‘75) 

offered an official Proclamation “commemorating the 40th anniversary of the first graduating 

class of Lehman College.” Several alumni also made contributions toward the establishment of  

a scholarship in memory of former Dean of Students Glen T. Nygreen.

(From left to right): Director of 
Major Gifts Sol Margulies with 

Ada Brauweiler, her husband 
John (’69), and Vice President 
of Institutional Advancement 

Mario DellaPina.

Rep. Engel with President Ricardo R. Fernández.

Rep. Engel 
finds a photo 

from his 
Lehman days.

The official proclamation by Congressman Eliot L. Engel 
of New York (’69) in the Congressional Record.

Lehman College 
Foundation Chair 

Myrna M. Rivera 
(’75)

Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz (’75) presents the Proclamation to 
President Fernández, Karen Argenti (’72) and Jonathan Gray (’72).



The New York State Assembly’s official Proclamation.

Hedy Wolfe (’74) and  
husband Mark L. Kay (’71).

A group of alumni go on a campus tour.

Two members of the Class of 1974—
Juanita Anderson and Steve Bloom—

find themselves in their old yearbooks.

Reading the commemorative bricks on the 
Alumni and Friends Walkway. Members of the various classes pose for a class shot.

The Brothers Critton—Patrick (left) 
and Frank (right)—both members 
of the Class of 1969.

Jonathan Gray (’72); Karen Argenti (’72); Richard Nassisi (’72); Nancy Farrington (’72); 
Joe Sarti (’72); Adrienne Bowen (’73); Anita Morganstern (’73); Gerard Dalgish (’72); 
Pam Nassisi (’77); Laura Warren (’71), Mark L. Kay (’71); Eric Feit (’73); and Eugenia 
Haneman (’72).
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Albert Bermel, who chaired Lehman’s Speech and Theatre  
Department from 1988-1994 and was a celebrated author  
and theatre critic, passed away on October 5. He was 85.

When Bermel joined the Lehman faculty in 1970, he was a  
respected theatre critic for The New Leader and a published  
playwright, author, and translator of classical works for the  
modern theatre.

A graduate of the London School of Economics, Bermel taught 
theatre and film for many years at Columbia University and Yale 
University. In addition to teaching at Lehman, he served on the  
faculty of the CUNY Graduate Center. Bermel authored many 
original plays, nine of which were published as recently as 2012  
in a volume entitled Thrombo and Other Plays.

Throughout his career Bermel received numerous awards,  
including a Guggenheim Award for playwriting and the George 
Jean Nathan Award for Dramatic Criticism. In the U.S., his work 
and translations received performances by the American Repertory 
Theatre in Cambridge, MA; the Phoenix Theatre, Cocteau Repertory  
Theatre, La Mama, and New Federal Theatre in New York; the 
Arena Stage, Washington, D.C.; and Guthrie Theatre in Minnesota. 
His works were also produced throughout Europe.

His translations included works by Beaumarchais, Cocteau, 
Corneille, Courteline, Jarry, Labiche, the prize-winning French-
Canadian author Jacques Languirand, and Molière. His translation 
of Carlo Gozzi’s The Green Bird was performed on Broadway at 
the Cort Theatre. The American Repertory Theatre production of 
Gozzi’s King Stag, in Bermel’s translation, toured worldwide to  
cities as diverse as Venice, Madrid, Tokyo, Taipei, and Moscow.

His critical works included Molière’s Theatrical Bounty (1990); 
Carlo Gozzi: Five Tales for the Theatre (1989, co-translated by 
Ted Emery); Shakespeare at the Moment: Playing the Comedies 
(2000); Artaud’s Theatre of Cruelty (1977); and the companion  
volumes Contradictory Characters (1973) and Comic Agony 
(1993). His essays appeared in the New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, Harper’s, The Nation, as well as numerous specialized  
theatre journals including The Independent Shavian, Yale/Theatre 
and The Eugene O’Neill Newsletter.

His writing did not stop in retirement, as Lehman Today discovered 
after catching up with him in 2010. In recent years, Bermel worked 
on a memoir of his childhood as an evacuee in England during 
World War II, a musical version of Moliere’s The Miser, and Give & 
Grab, a tragicomedy about prejudice set in contemporary England.

Bermel lived with his wife, Joyce, in New Rochelle, where they 
raised two sons.    

In Memoriam: Albert Bermel
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Diane Joye ‘08
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Michael M. Knobbe ‘94
Thea S. Maitinsky ‘68
Aravind Mallipudi ‘98
Janet Moody
James Murtha
Neil O'Connell
Bethania V. Ortega ‘98
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Paulette Baldwin ‘08
Reuben L. Baumgarten
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Stefan Becker
David A. Benito
Marilyn B. Bensman
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Barbara W. Brown ‘00
Carnet A. Brown ‘09
Karen J. Brown ‘85
Ronald V. Brown ‘75
Sarah Burdman ‘00
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Julie A. Connelly ‘09
Jose Cooper
Michael Cooperman ‘73
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Dominick A. Corrado ‘76
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Joseph Crowley
Rene N. Cruz ‘93
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President’s Circle ..........................................................$10,000 and up

Provost’s Circle ...............................................................$5,000 - $9,999

Millennium Club ..............................................................$1000 – $4,999

Dean’s Circle.....................................................................$500 -$999       

Lehman College Benefactor ...............................$250 - $499

Century Club .....................................................................$100 - $249

Lehman Patron ...............................................................$99 and under

Friends of the Library ................................................All gifts levels

Donor Recognition Levels:This report covers the period July 1, 2012 through  
June 20, 2013 and includes all donors to the  
Lehman College Annual Fund and Foundation.  
We thank all our donors.
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Herbert H. Leadership Circle ..............................10,000.00
President’s Circle ..........................................................5,000.00
Millennium Club ..............................................................1,000.00
Lehman College Associates ................................500.00       
Lehman College Sponsors....................................250.00
Century Club .....................................................................100.00
Recent Graduates (2006– 2007) ..................50.00
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Friends of the Library ................................................All GIFT LEVELS
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Napoleon T. Encalada ‘80
Victoria H. Fardan ‘96
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Dennis F. Gleason ‘75
Ellen Glogower Newman ‘80
Larry J. Goldsmith ‘74
Lillian Goldsmith ‘73
Jessica M. Gonzalez ‘11
Mario Gonzalez-Corzo
Lata T. Gooljarsingh ‘94
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   Mary Mazzarano-Hagenbuch ‘74
Wayne Halliday
Joy A. Harris ‘76
Sharon E. Harris ‘04
Robert Harris
Rosalyn Harrison-Peronneau ‘09
Dolores H. Henchy ‘72
Annette Hernandez
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Sonia Ramirez ‘90
Terry Raskyn ‘73
Christine E. Reitman ‘02
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Joe L. Sarti ‘72
Paul F. Schneider ‘84
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James Statman ‘64
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Victoria B. Stone ‘73
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Mario A. Tolisano ‘72
Nicholas T. Torrens ‘70
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Christine L. Tralongo ‘00
Rudolph A. Vasquez ‘72
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Tonyia W. Williams-Ruddock ‘03
Rhea Wolfthal ‘71
Anne M. Wright
Vivian Young ‘82
Edward C. Zeligson ‘73
Jim Zhang ‘89

Lehman Patron  
($99 and under)
Lynnea Aarons-Barnett
Sheila Abramowitz ‘70
Rosalie G. Abrams ‘73

Mitchell L. Kaphan ‘73
Robin K. Kaphan ‘91
Claire King
Suzanne M. Klein ‘69
Samuel D. Kleinman ‘69
Alan Kluger
Herbert L. Kobre
Sandra S. Kolodny ‘77
Mildred C. Kuner
Allen L. Kurtz ‘70
Linda R. Kurtz ‘74
John J. Lally
Penelope Lehman
Lisia Leon
Rebecca Leon ‘90
David Lieb ‘02
Helping Ling
Geraldine Lisant-Levy
Evelyn V. Maben-Hall ‘06
Adam S. Macek ‘78
Vito E. Maggiolo ‘75
Christele Magloire ‘10
Gary Makufka ‘81
Miriam Malave
Ana I. Maldonado ‘77
Joseph F. Mapelli
Linda Margolin
Alicia Marinan-Waters
Nick Markola ‘97
Heidi Marroquin-Scara ‘09
Marsh & McLennan Companies
Laurence J. Mazin ‘78
Carl Mazza
Linda J. McBride ‘68
Marsha McCullough ‘94
Michael McDermont
Andrew McGowan
Steven E. Metzger ‘71
Joseph Middleton
Theodore R. Miro ‘82
Steven D. Mirsky ‘83
Juanita D. Mitchell ‘11
Pamela Mizrachi ‘09
John Monten
Beatrice Moreno ‘10
Lawrence Morgan ‘87
Anita Morganstern ‘85
Alice P. Munzo ‘70
Fowler Murrell
Jerome T. Myers ‘70
Richard T. Nassisi ‘72
Pamela B. Nassisi ‘77
Nationwide Foundation
Maria-Cristina Necula
Wayne W. Nesmith ‘91
Nancy Novick
Maribel C. Nunez ‘94
Paula B. Oberman ‘73
Carol F. Orava ‘71
Carlos G. Ortiz ‘79
Antonetta Paniccia
Christina Paul ‘68
Lourdes Perez ‘89
Luz L. Perez ‘74
Andrea Pinnock

Steven M. Ackerman ‘73
Duane P. Adams ‘10
Ayodele Adenusi ‘07
Advanced Environmental & Safety  
   Compliance Solutions Inc.
Dory Agazarian
John-Eric Aguilar ‘10
Amina R. Ahmad-Rahman ‘09
Bernard T. Ahuahe ‘10
Aisling Irish Community Center
Adejoke Y. Akinduti ‘11
Adegboyega J. Alajo ‘08
Angelica Alarcon ‘09
Pauline L. Albert ‘79
Carmen M. Aleman ‘04
Nicholas Alex
Jose A. Alexandrino ‘96
Adam Alhassan ‘08
Geraldine M. Alston ‘83
Marilyn S. Altabet ‘74
Susan Altman
Mylanie Alvarado ‘10
Frances Alvino ‘01
Ana A. Amaro de Ramson ‘83
Aasya Amatus-Salaam ‘86
Joanne Ambrosini ‘71
Geraldine J. Ambrosio ‘75
Patricia M. Ames ‘75
Juanita M. Anderson ‘74
Nicola V. Anderson ‘01
Doreen L. Argenti ‘74
Raphael A. Argueta ‘97
Luis A. Arias ‘10
Robert B. Brownell ‘08
Yolanda A. Arias-Brownell ‘99

Name: Nikita Shetty 

Status:  Undergraduate,  
Lehman College

Major:  Mathematics 

Minor: Biology

Scholarship:  Lehman Foundation 
Scholarship

Quote: “I think of Lehman as a second 
family. Everybody here’s kind, very 
friendly, very hospitable, and it feels 
like home."

Name: Natalia Oliver 

Status:  Undergraduate, Macaulay 
Honors College at Lehman

Major:  Political Science and Philosophy 

Minor: History

Quote: "Macaulay Honors College  
provided me with the opportunity to 
have a tuition-less education for four 
years in my undergraduate studies."
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Herbert H. Leadership Circle ..............................10,000.00
President’s Circle ..........................................................5,000.00
Millennium Club ..............................................................1,000.00
Lehman College Associates ................................500.00       
Lehman College Sponsors....................................250.00
Century Club .....................................................................100.00
Recent Graduates (2006– 2007) ..................50.00
Friends ...................................................................................LESS THAN 100.00
Friends of the Library ................................................All GIFT LEVELS

Mary Beth M. DiNoto ‘75
Nina A. Dioletis ‘72
Rosemarie P. D'Iorio ‘71
Roberto Dominguez ‘03
Veronia D. Dowe-Berry ‘84
Alfred G. Drummond ‘73
Lileith M. Dunkley ‘98
Chukwuma A. Duru ‘09
Rebecca L. Dziadowicz ‘11
Thompson U. Echi ‘04
Deborah R. Effinger ‘72
Eva J. Egolf ‘05
Sharif L. Elhakem ‘99
Remonia E. English ‘04
Agbe B. Epou ‘05
Omaris Escano ‘08
Suellen Eshed ‘74
Celia M. Eslampour ‘01
Elizabeth Espert
Brian A. Evans ‘88
Wesley C. Evans ‘91
Wayne D. Everett ‘09
Sylvia I. Ezeh ‘09
Failte Care Corporation
Steven Farago ‘74
Mary R. Farrell ‘11
Nancy Farrington ‘72
Paula Feinstein ‘09
Conrada Feliciano ‘95
Guido Feliz ‘94
Cedric C. Fergus ‘83
Mina Feuerstein ‘79
Napoleon Fincher ‘07
Dariel Firpo ‘08
Maura E. Fitton ‘86
Lynn Fitzgerald ‘04
Anita V. Fleming-Caesar
Josette Fleurant ‘79
Tracie Florida
Reuben L. Flowers ‘01
Terence E. Foley ‘07
Gail Forkin ‘01
Tanisha Fortiche ‘08
Susan N. Fraiman
Delphine B. Franklin ‘06
Michael J. Friedman ‘82
Robert N. Friedman ‘76
Ronald Friedman ‘00
Amy Froide
Jack Funt ‘90
David Furse-Roberts
Betty L. Gadson ‘86
Francine Gadson ‘05
Nicole R. Gallimore ‘08
Marisilvia Gamarra ‘10
Alexandra Garcia ‘10
Anna L. Garcia ‘87
Jamel Garcia ‘10
Jenny Garcia ‘11
Marie Garraud ‘01
Thelma Garvin ‘05
Debra Gaston ‘05
Lorene R. Gatson ‘82
Persha Gayle ‘01
Ranel T. Gennace ‘06

Nicole A. Ashley ‘10
Andrew August
May U. Austero ‘94
David A. Azera ‘11
David M. Bady
John D. Baez ‘78
Zoila R. Baez ‘03
Florence P. Baffuto ‘72
Kenrick R. Baker ‘89
Verona A. Baker ‘90
Zulma A. Balaguer ‘10
Sharon Balog ‘76
Stanley Bank
Bryon C. Baptiste ‘01
Florence Barad
William A. Barry ‘09
Olanta N. Barton Chandler ‘03
Barbara J. Bell ‘08
Christine Bellacero ‘76
Alastair Bellany
Llima M. Berkley ‘82
Lory J. Bernard ‘07
Luz E. Betancourt ‘08
Shirley O. Bethune ‘93
William J. Birken ‘68
Elise J. Birn ‘06
Christopher Bischof
Marcia G. Blackwood ‘95
James J. Blake
Margo G. Blumenfeld ‘75
Tun Z. Bo ‘07
George A. Boateng ‘10
N'tembi Y. Bodrick ‘96
Madeleine S. Borek ‘72
Lynn Bothelho

Dmitri Bougakov ‘95
Virginia Bovian-McKenzie ‘75
Constance A. Bowen ‘10
Gail A. Brandt ‘03
Jennifer M. Brannon ‘07
Alan J. Braun ‘75
Matthew Bray
Leslie Brenner ‘77
Michael J. Brito ‘10
Arline Bronzaft
Rachel Brookoff ‘78
Jeannette E. Brown '65
Kirsten J. Brown
Rosemary A. Brown-Hay ‘05
Susan A. Bruck ‘73
Samuel C. Buchbinder ‘10
Ines D. Sosa ‘03
Niurka Burgos
Eileen Burke ‘80
William E. Burnicke ‘01
Khirlu V. Burton ‘08
James M. Byrne ‘75
Geovanna P. Cabezas ‘06
Cornelius Cadigan ‘98
Phoebe D. Calvo ‘09
Kenneth Campbell
Kellin D. Candelario ‘09
Harold Caraballo ‘04
Peggy Ann Caraballo-McCarthy ‘11
Benjamin Carp
Eleanor Carren ‘76
Ollie Brown Carrington ‘85
Hans M. Carter ‘08
Millicent G. Carter ‘78
Analeen E. Carville ‘76

John F. Casale ‘72
Christina Casey
Kathleen T. Casey ‘76
Kathy Casey
Walter U. Castillo ‘09
Mark Catanzaro
Cordia L. Cedeno ‘76
Kathie Cedillo
Kumba Ceesay ‘06
Philippa G. Centini ‘68
Xavier A. Cerda ‘11
Bryant Chang
Merry L. Chang ‘71
Martin Chavez ‘09
Eson F. Chen ‘08
Sarah C. Cheng ‘89
Terrence Cheng
Perla M. Cherubini ‘76
Cartina Chiew ‘11
Joanne P. Cintron ‘06
Gregory H. Clarke ‘11
Tricia M. Clarke ‘97
Cristina C. Clement
Marianne A. Cocchini ‘71
Hugo R. Coello ‘09
Ira D. Cohen ‘73
Joseph S. Cohen ‘99
Jonathan Coleman
Susan J. Collins ‘05
Kathy M. Collyer ‘80
Kadidatou Compaore ‘10
Alice C. Comperiati ‘86
Joan M. Connolly ‘96
Doris S. Connor ‘83
Julian M. Constantine ‘11
Denise Conyer ‘10
Dina Copelman
Linda Correnti
Christine F. Cowan ‘72
Anne Cox ‘06
Claudette H. Cox ‘83
Frank Critton ‘69
Patrick Critton ‘69
Maria B. Cruz Santos ‘08
Clarissa W. Cumberbatch ‘92
Cecelia Cutler
Mary Jo S. Dalbey ‘74
Rexford E. Daley ‘87
M. H. Danzger
Diana Darlington
Hasan H. Darwish ‘08
Marcus V. Daugherty
Julissa O. David ‘11
Samuel N. Davids ‘82
Kathleen D. Davis ‘71
Ilse C. De Veer ‘11
Alice M. Dean ‘74
Anne B. Defino ‘76
Geraldine L. Desantis ‘72
Samuel Deveaux ‘92
Harold J. Diamond ‘56
Isidro R. Diaz ‘04
Paulette Didato
Nicholas Dimichele ‘11
Diane Dinkins ‘74

Irene D. Germain
Jeffrey L. Gilbert ‘72
Alan Gilman ‘72
Kurt Gingrich
Diane Giorgi
Habib Girgis
Lynn R. Glassman ‘72
Travis Glasson
Elease D. Glaude ‘75
Lorraine J. Glaves ‘88
Patricia S. Gloeckner ‘92
Robin N. Glucksman ‘97
Phil Gold
Neal M. Goldman
Betty M. Goldsmith ‘92
Nettie Goldstein ‘74
Arkadiy A. Golyanov ‘97
Nikolas B. Gonzales ‘09
Christian O. Gonzalez ‘08
Jenniffer Y. Gonzalez ‘11
Jamie Goodall
Erick Gordon
Shakira E. Gordon-Massiah ‘10
Angeline B. Grady ‘06
Roberta P. Greenberg ‘71
Daron M. Greene ‘00
Patricia D. Greenidge ‘90
Frank A. Grier ‘06
Clement B. Grose ‘04
Andre J. Grosvenor ‘09
Marie Guarnieri ‘04
Jose F. Guevara-Escudero ‘75
Omar Guzman ‘10
Neal M. Hager ‘81
Bryan D. Haley ‘09
Barbara H. Hall-Atkins ‘97
Carmen G. Hammer ‘74
Deborah Hammond-Wickfall
Richard E. Handel ‘97
Eugenia Haneman-Rogers ‘72
Margaret Hanley ‘01
Jessica Hanser
Edna H. Hargrove ‘91
Beris M. Harper ‘88
Tobias Harper
Adrienne C. Harris ‘84
Martinez J. Haslam ‘11
Antonia J. Hassan ‘07
Myra Hauben
Dorothy Helly
Joseph A. Helpern ‘09
Barbara J. Henry ‘74
James E. Henry ‘86
Rosalie L. Henry ‘07
Amanda Herbert
Cynthia Hernandez
Edward Hernandez ‘02
Jessica T. Hernandez ‘00
Magdaliza Hernandez ‘08
Plinio A. Herrera ‘01
Alan B. Hertz ‘69
Adam Hill
Rachel L. Hill ‘00
HILLEL The Foundation For Jewish  
   Campus Life

Name: Elisa Lannon 

Status:  Graduate

Major:  Mathematics;  
Master of Arts: Mathematics 

Scholarship:  Lehman Foundation 
Scholarship

Quote: ““There’s a lot of great opportu-
nities at Lehman. I didn’t want to end 
up in a ton of debt, and now thanks to 
Lehman College I don’t have to.”
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Katie Hindmarch-Watson
Philip Hnatkovich
Francis L. Hogan ‘07
Ondine M. Holohan ‘10
Robert A. Holsapple ‘78
Madeleine Holzer
Cory Hotnit ‘09
Lawrence K. Houghteling
Nedelka A. Hoyoung ‘91
Clare A. Hughes
Gloria B. Hughes ‘97
Dionne N. Hugie ‘07
Veronica C. Humphreys ‘93
Jenna M. Hunter ‘09
Kate Imy
Kaitlyn M. Jackson ‘00
Roberta Jackson ‘84
Stuart R. Jacobs ‘74
Barbara Jacobson
Yasme Jagindhrall ‘06
Elise M. Jangl ‘71
Paul Jaquith
Nicole JeanBaptiste ‘09
Gregory Jeffries ‘10
Deidre I. Jenkins ‘09
Carla A. Jimenez
Jorge Jimenez
Aurrera Johnson ‘06
Delores B. Johnson ‘10
Esther Johnson ‘86
Dewayne Jolly ‘11
Beverly J. Jones ‘75
Reginald B. Jones ‘74
Lisa C. Jones-Gordon ‘85
Marsha E. Jones-Harry ‘10
Candyss Joseph ‘10
JustGive
Dara M. Kane
Jeffrey A. Kane ‘86
Young Ju Kang ‘08
Darinka S. Kantcheva ‘97
Elise F. Karras ‘72
Garrett Karrberg
Carmela Kasparian ‘82
Marcia M. Kasper ‘75
Adam Katz
Stella T. Kelly ‘68
John D. Kelly
Satyra Kelly ‘09
Joel R. Key ‘06
Nasrin A. Khan ‘10
Brendan J. Kilcawley ‘84
Steven A. Kimmel ‘77
Dwight Kincaid
Jennifer A. King
Shane D. King ‘11
Mercedes Kirk
Roshnara Kissoon
Michael Klausner ‘69
Andrea M. Klein ‘80
Patricia B. Kleinman ‘73
Karen Knight ‘07
Muriel R. Knobloch
Jayne E. Knoop ‘73

Ellen Martin ‘85
Alvin Martinelli ‘91
Digna M. Martinez ‘10
Kirsys H. Martinez ‘10
James J. Martocci ‘11
Sandra B. Masiello ‘87
Nelson Massari ‘88
James Masschaele
Noreen Mastrangelo ‘01
Lambrini D. Mavromatis ‘05
Allen Mayer ‘90
Marie M. McBride ‘92
Bridget M. McCarthy ‘02
Bridget S. McCarthy ‘74
Sarah M. McDermott ‘07
Jenny McFadden ‘06
Marjorie McGhee ‘88
Sean P. McGinn ‘95
Isabelle McGuire ‘80
Cecil A. McIntosh ‘95
Beverly M. McKenzie ‘07
Allison McKnight ‘11
Grace C. McManus ‘64
Susan K. McMillan ‘99
Brian J. McNally ‘83
Anesta McTier ‘12
Barbara R. Meara ‘91
Randi S. Meiseles ‘75
Morton Meisler ‘65
Rossell M. Mena ‘10
Rolf B. Meyersohn
Julio C. Meza ‘08
Nasry Michelen ‘93
Dana Miller
Dennis Mincin ‘80
Nancy A. Mintz ‘68
Linette Moorman
Madeline H. Moran
Tao S. Moran ‘10
Thomas P. Moran
Christian J. Morraz ‘09
Kate Moss
Janet Munch
Jacqueline A. Munroe ‘72
Tracey A. Murray-Weissman ‘88
Raluca Musat
Sandra D. Myers ‘92
Kizzy N. Myke ‘09
Nancy Nardozzi ‘72
Wendy N. Nathaniel ‘08
Charles V. Navarro ‘10
Harriett Nelson ‘89
Valrie Nelson ‘06
Lyudmila Nesis ‘07
Sheree O. Newland ‘10
Darrell Newton
Kim K. Nguyen ‘96
Kathy A. Nieves ‘08
Kathy Nightingale
Valon Nikci ‘10
Bochabelo W. Nkomo ‘11
Nikolas Nonis ‘98
Joan P. Noonan ‘05
Jim Nordlinger

Antonia Nunez
Jill G. Nusbaum ‘75
Eugene Obermuller ‘01
Benjamin Z. Oberstein ‘75
Richard R. Ocon ‘69
Ogechi B. Ogwo-Ndukwe ‘07
Catherine O‘Hallor
Theresa K. Okaikoi ‘09
Victoria U. Okeke ‘08
Lydia A. Olario ‘06
David J. O'Meara
Yaw B. Opoku ‘05
Juan M. Oriach ‘09
Jimmy Ortiz ‘89
Melanie Osborn
Judith Z. Osten ‘78
Julio Pabón ‘75
Claire Paccione ‘73
Jackie Padilla-DiMirco ‘04
Salvatore Paese ‘81
Adelaide Pagan ‘90
Emely D. Pagan ‘78
Edward D. Pakel
Ernest J. Palmieri ‘75
Quailan T. Pantin ‘00
Roseann M. Pappas ‘75
Carol A. Paranzino ‘97
Lady Grace E. Parreno ‘02
Anthony Z. Parrillo ‘73
Barry C. Pearce ‘70
Bryan Pekel
Darwin L. Velez ‘00
Ana A. Pena-Velez ‘98
Mavely Penzo ‘12
Tomo Pepdonovic ‘98
Miriana Perez ‘09
Alberto Perez-Lorenzo ‘01
Brian Pete ‘08
Manfred Philipp
Melody V. Phillips ‘87
Alejandro Pichardo ‘02
Manuel Pimentel ‘08
Miriam W. Pinon ‘08
Ashley N. Pisano ‘11
Aleksandra Plutowska- 
   Gawrysiak ‘01
Valmalee Powell ‘01
Richard Price
Guido A. Proano ‘05
Bernadette P. Punzalan- 
   Rayco ‘08
Elissa Pyatt ‘80
John Pyatt
Jennette Pyne
Gaoyin Qian
Christian C. Quiles ‘11
Ann C. Quinn-Nathan
Alexandra Quinones ‘11
Doris J. Randolph ‘88
Terttu Rastas ‘95
Felix Reyes ‘76
Stephanie Ribaudo ‘93
Joan Richards
John L. Richards

Laura Knoppers
Lisa A. Kogel ‘11
Hana Kosar ‘80
Caryn R. Kovacs ‘76
Richard L. Kuper ‘73
Marion Lahn
Joseph C. Langan ‘87
Jacsier Lantigua ‘07
Beverley B. Laveyssieres ‘06
Hedva Lavi ‘10
Fabiana Layug ‘11
Barbara M. Lazarus ‘07
Marc S. Lazarus
An Le
Robert Lebensold ‘76
Jean O. Lee ‘76
Jongmi Lee ‘08
Cheryl R. Leslie ‘11
Paula E. Lester ‘74
Kathrin Levitan
Frederica I. Levitt ‘71
Claudia P. Levy ‘02
Howard A. Levy ‘89
Cora V. Lewis ‘08
Karen K. Lewis
Meghan Lewis ‘09
Suzanne Libfeld ‘75
Leslie Lieman
Aileen C. Ligotti ‘77
Lavern E. Lindsay ‘03
John C. Linins ‘05
Elaine D. Lipton ‘76
Lance A. Lipton ‘05
Dalissa Liriano ‘11
Jennifer Llontop ‘04
Adelina Llupa ‘98
Brian M. Lobel ‘73
Marie T. Londrigan ‘76
Joann Longo-Silvestri ‘78
Nicole Longpre
Shirley Lovett ‘09
Vicki M. Lowery ‘76
Walber D. Lugo ‘10
Dianne J. Macaluso ‘72
Cassandra Mack ‘06
Henry L. Mack ‘74
Robert L. Mack ‘79
Teresita A. Mahfood ‘86
Beatrice A. Maier
Violet A. Mallory ‘80
Beverly P. Manasch ‘72
Lillie Manjarrez ‘79
Julie A. Mankiewicz ‘08
Paul S. Mankiewicz ‘76
Esther Mansdorf
Phyllis M. Manville ‘72
Alicia Manzano
Lawrence Manzino ‘69
Cris E. Maquishon ‘09
Barbara K. Margolis ‘71
Melinda E. Marquez ‘11
Darlene H. Marsh ‘76
Patricia S. Marthouse ‘79
Nicole Marti

Rick Richards
Jeffery D. Rieck ‘03
Dennis Riley ‘99
Joseph Rill ‘71
Ronald Rimi ‘77
Jose Rios ‘90
Kathryn R. Riter-Bonnell ‘90
Ophelia M. Roberts ‘85
Rae Robinson
Maria A. Rocchi ‘97
Carmen A. Rodriguez ‘09
Damilda Rodriguez ‘01
Maria D. Rodriguez ‘71
Martha Rodriguez ‘91
Myra Rodriguez ‘11
Karen N. Rojas ‘11
James Rolle ‘10
Alexander A. Roman ‘10
Gladys Romero ‘87
Arcides Rondon ‘05
Irene C. Rosario ‘05
Joan E. Rose ‘89
Irene Rosenberg ‘86
Lonnie S. Rosenberg ‘78
Renee H. Rozany ‘69
Marlene Rubicco ‘82
Linda Rucker
Catherine Ruiz ‘92
Maria E. Ruiz ‘88
Constance Russell ‘06
Eva H. Rynjah ‘85
Mary A. Salant ‘71
Simbiat M. Salawu ‘10
Rosalyn Saltzman ‘86
Aboubakary Samake ‘11
Sandra L. Sams ‘83
Idalia I. Sanchez ‘06
Jasniya Sanchez
Sandra Sanchez ‘11
Yvette Sanchez ‘04
Dinorah Santiago ‘04
Stacey Santos ‘97
Maritzel D. Santulli-Delacruz ‘85
Marietta Saravia-Shore
Harriet S. Savitz ‘71
Margaret Schadelbauer ‘71
Marie P. Schiff ‘77
Marie I. Schlag ‘73
Michael A. Schneider ‘75
Claire G. Schwartz
Paul Schweigert
Virginia R. Scott
Joseph E. Sedwitz ‘70
Howard N. Seeman
Michael O. Shannon
Wayne C. Shapiro ‘81
Surindra S. Sharma ‘11
Frederick C. Shaw
Alex Shaw III ‘08
Marc I. Shaw ‘10
Kenneth Sheppard
Marion Sheppard ‘95
Rita Sherman
Mijung Shin ‘10
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Johathan Shipe
Enkelena Shockett ‘10
Joi B. Shoulders ‘11
Mary A. Siano ‘88
Steven F. Silva
Milton A. Silvera ‘08
Eleanor S. Simms-Armfield ‘84
Carol R. Sindell ‘72
Roger A. Singer ‘02
Shuchi Singh ‘03
Mona Slota ‘10
Carol Slotkin ‘72
Bernard A. Slutsky ‘74
Peter J. Smith ‘72
Thomas Smithwick ‘96
Emily Socolov
Kelly Solis ‘10
Nuno Sousa ‘10
Cristina Spataro ‘96
Benjamin A. Spero ‘86
Gerald I. Spielholtz
Henrietta Spilkia
Frieda Spivack
Ronald E. Stackhouse ‘90
Youlet D. Staff ‘97
Darnell Starkes
Huntington Stebbins
Robin R. Steigman ‘78
Alan L. Stein ‘70
Sarah K. Steiner ‘80

Victoria M. Sterling ‘11
Carolyn Stern ‘10
Edythe A. Stoddard-Leader ‘83
Philip B. Stone ‘70
Rhonda Liss Strieby ‘96
Reid Strieby
Alan L. Stuart ‘71
Alexandra W. Stumpf ‘08
Juan M. Suarez ‘09
Evelyn G. Suero Garcia ‘11
Ira Sukienik ‘73
Elizabeth G. Surcouf ‘76
Florence Sutcliffe-Braithwaite
Christopher T. Sweeting ‘08
Carmine J. Tabacco ‘81
Duane A. Tananbaum
Doris L. Tancredi ‘75
Josua L. Tanzer
Linda Tauber
Lottie Tanzman ‘75
Denese A. Taylor-Slowly ‘93
Shirley Thaler ‘81
Sherlan A. Thomas ‘08
Ligia Thompson ‘70
Carla Thompson Richards ‘02
Denise D. Thorne ‘04
Patrick A. Tigenoah ‘08
William M. Todd ‘11
Douglas R. Tokayer ‘75
Tristan Tomlinson

Sherma C. Tonge ‘06
Lisa A. Torelli ‘76
Eubie Toro-Rodriguez
Lianee K. Torres ‘08
Lucas V. Tossas ‘08
Derrick R. Touba ‘10
Mary M. Towns ‘75
Dianguine Y. Traore ‘08
Phillip J. Travers ‘80
Susan Tree
Joann D. Trongone ‘73
Katherine M. Tryforos ‘70
Somlote S. Tuy ‘04
Steven A. Tzerman ‘74
Lori Ungemah
Constance C. Usera ‘96
Ann M. Utke ‘90
Deborah Valenze
Dmitri Vassiliev ‘06
Santian Vatic ‘07
Ralph Vega ‘76
Christina Velasquez
Dennis J. Ventura ‘72
Vanessa V. Vieux
Emilie Vigushin ‘73
Natalia Viktorova
Alma M. Visvader ‘70
Bonnie B. Wach ‘79
Ivan Waldo
Janet C. Walker ‘67

Neville H. Wallace ‘09
Maria R. Walsh
Mary R. Walter ‘88
Robert P. Ward ‘87
David L. Warner ‘06
Laura Warren
Vivienne Warszawski ‘86
Camille M. Waugh ‘08
Nathaniel Waye ‘01
Brenda S. Weiner ‘72
Rebecca J. Weinstock ‘05
Arthur S. Welch ‘93
Martin Wiener
Sarah Wilcox
Esther I. Wilder
Laurie H. Wilkowski ‘75
Allen D. Williams ‘11
Kate Williams
Kenneth E. Williams
Patricia Williams ‘72
Sallie M. Williams ‘93
Karen A. Wilson ‘11
Kathleen Wilson
Ellen Winkler ‘75
Karen Wolownik ‘00
Jill Yablon
Yakoubou Yacoubou ‘09
Hermin D. Yansen ‘80
Anita M. Yessian ‘81
Sharon K. Yeter ‘89

Kathereen E. Young ‘84
Elda Zappi
Lenora F. Zeitchick ‘07
Lisa H. Zeitoun ‘78
Mara J. Ziedins ‘74
Richard Zimmerman ‘70
John S. Zolfo ‘68
Charles Zsebedics

Friends of the Library
Hadrat A. Azeez
Sharon Balog
Rosanna V. Bazirjian
Antoinette Blum
John F. Casale
Charles A. Casale
Kathy Casey
Kathleen T. Casey
Marianne A. Cocchini
Jose Cooper
Marcus V. Daugherty
Frances A. DellaCava
Faith Deveaux
Susan N. Fraiman
Michael A. Greer
Beryl F. Herdt
Maria A. Herencia
Jessica T. Hernandez
Annette Hernandez
Emita B. Hill
Jacob Judd
Jennifer A. King
Mercedes Kirk
Allen L. Kurtz
Julian D. Laderman
Carl Mazza
Michael McDermont
Neil O'Connell
David J. O'Meara
Barry C. Pearce
Ann C. Quinn-Nathan
Joseph Rachlin
Margaret A. Rice
Arcides Rondon
Kenneth Schlesinger
Helene J. Silverman
Fernando R. Simmons
Duane A. Tananbaum
Andres Torres
Constance C. Usera
Santian Vatic
Barbara E. Warkentine
Sarah Wilcox
Esther I. Wilder
David Zallo
Elda Zappi

Name: Dorothy Williams-Wallen 

Status:  Undergraduate

Major:  Economics 

Minor:  Business Practice;  
Computer Information Systems

Scholarship: St. George’s Society of New York; 
Women's Forum Education Fund Fellowship 
Award; and a Lehman Foundation Scholarship

Quote: “Being a young mother, I did not have 
the opportunity to pursue higher education  
after high school. But I have no regrets  
because I have learned tenacity, perseverance,  
and commitment in my role as a mother, 
which has inspired my motivation to succeed."

Name: Michael Tal 

Status:  Undergraduate, Macaulay Honors  
College at Lehman College

Major:  Political Science

Quote: “Getting the Macaulay scholarship 
definitely impacted my decision to come here 
because it meant that I would graduate  
debt-free. And that is going to help me 
advance both professionally and personally 
because I won’t have that debt weighing  
me down.”



Long Live the King
This past June Lehman College became the proud recipient of 

the only “official” replica of an Olmec Head in the United 

States. The statue—a replica of “The King,” the first 

such sculpture to be unearthed in San Lorenzo 

Tenochtitlán, Veracruz, Mexico, in 1964—

was a gift from Mexico to celebrate the 

first anniversary of the CUNY Institute 

of Mexican Studies, which is housed at 

the College.

Olmec Heads are representative 

of the great pre-Mayan Olmec 

civilization, deemed the “mother 

culture” of Mesoamerica, given its 

achievements in science, math-

ematics, astronomy, architecture, 

and especially in sculpture. The 

original “King” statue has been 

dated to the Early Preclassic Age, 

roughly 1200-900 B.C.

The statue, installed adjacent to the 

College’s main plaza, was made  

possible thanks to the efforts of  

Pedro Matar, the Director of Mexico 

Trade, Cumbre Tajín, and the Govern-

ment of the State of Veracruz, under 

Governor Javier Duarte de Ochoa.

“This great artistic treasure is a  

welcome addition to our College 

and our historic campus,”  

said President Ricardo R. 

Fernández. “We will  

cherish it as a symbol of 

the strong bond between 

Mexico, Lehman College, and 

the City University of New York.”

“The Olmec Head at Lehman College is more than a recognition of 
the CUNY Institute of Mexican Studies, it is a symbol of the human 
patrimony of the Olmec people,” said Dr. Alyshia Gálvez, Director of 
the CUNY Institute for Mexican Studies.36    Lehman  To day/Fa l l  2013  –  Win t e r  2014   



Become a Part of History.

Celebrate a graduation, highlight a special occasion, or 
remember a parent or loved one with a truly distinctive gift: 
a commemorative brick.

Lehman College has set aside space along a new Alumni 
& Friends Walkway—in front of Shuster Hall—where your 
thoughtful gift will be seen throughout the year. Your con-
tribution will support scholarships for the next generation 
of Lehman students, as well as College needs.

A commemorative brick is the perfect way to celebrate the 
members of your class, club, or sports team. The College 
will set aside a special area for your group when you sub-
mit a minimum order for twenty bricks. Standard bricks 
(4 x 8 inches) are $130; large bricks (8 x 8 inches) are 
available for $250.

Create a Legacy.

Ever wonder how the wealthy make a charitable gift? 

Lehman College has a new gift opportunity for alumni 65 
and over. It makes fixed, steady payments for a lifetime, 
and what remains is a gift to Lehman.

It’s a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA).

Your CGA can make its lifetime payments to one or two 
people who are 65 or over. You can create one for:

•	 Yourself

•	 You	and	your	spouse

•	 Children

•	 Parents

•	 Siblings

Help our College, our students, and our departments.

Help your loved ones. Help yourself.

Two Ways to Make a Lasting Gift

For a brochure on the brick program, 
or a simple, one-page description of the Charitable Gift Annuity, 

contact Sol Margulies in the Lehman College Foundation
at 718-960-6908 / sol.margulies@lehman.cuny.edu.
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past, present, future

Lehman Today Creates Lehman Tomorrow
Our college, its campus, programs, faculty, students—in essence, its future,  

is a guaranteed success as long we help keep the vision alive.  

Today, New York State funding contributes only about thirty percent of the College’s annual operating budget. Tuition, external grants for  
research and sponsored programs, and gifts from alumni and friends make up the difference. These gifts expand Lehman’s academic programs, 
establish endowed chairs and professorships, and upgrade facilities, instrumentation, and equipment––which all increase the value of a  
Lehman education as well as a Lehman degree. Most important, these private dollars make scholarship support available for many students  
who otherwise could not afford to attend Lehman. Please consider making a gift to help Lehman College fulfill its mission and build both its 
future and that of its students. Contact Sol Margulies in the Lehman College Foundation, 318 Shuster Hall, 250 Bedford Park Blvd.  
West, Bronx, NY 10468 / 718-960-6908 / sol.margulies@lehman.cuny.edu.

Help build a strong network of Lehman alumni. Visit www.facebook.com/LehmanCollegeAlumni and become a “friend.”  

Connect on LinkedIn at www.linkedin.com and find “Lehman College Alumni” under “Groups.”


